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CHAPTER XLI. 

COAL AND COAL MINES. 

In the year 1669 Robert Cavelier La Salle left his trading post in Canada 
on an expedition to  China by the way of the Ohio river. He  learned before he 
arrived at  the Mississippi river that it emptied into the Gulf of Mexico ; he 
then changed his course and followed the Illinois river. It was during this part 
of his journey that coal was first discovered in this part of the continent; he 
found coal croppings along the river bank. 

I t  is claimed that Illinois is the first locality in which a coal mine was 
opened up on the north American continent, one having beer1 opened up as 
early as 1670 at what is now Ottawa. IVl~en the boundary lines of Illinois 
were staked off no one knew of the vast wealth of coal underlying the great 
level plains within, and when statehood was granted in 1818, one of the largest 
coal-producing states was annexed. 

If La Salle had followed the course of rivers leading to \'errnilion C O L I S I ~ ~ ,  
he wo~11d have found inany croppings of coal along the 17ermilion river. 

The earliest mining was carried on in the hill sides by drifting in and fol- 
lowing the vein, or by stripping, ant1 today one. in looking as-uund along the 
river banks and nearby ravines. will see inam old workings that have gratlually 
given away to modern mining. 

In February, 1855, the General Assembly of Illi~lois issr~ed a charter t o  
Ward H. Lamon and others associated with Ili111. to perlnit the company t o  

engage in the mining business; nothing was done under the charter. Dudley 
Lacock did some mining. but he moved to Livingston County in 185.4. Lacoclc 
owned considerable coal land \vest of Danville. but he ditl very little mining 
on it. W. Caruthers ant1 Alr. Ball comlnenced operations it1 1853; further 
to the south William Kirkland opelled drift mines east of the \\'nba41 Railn-a\. 
bridge, south of Danville. 

About 1860 Chandler and Donlail were the first to (lo estet~sive mining, ant1 
they were followed by Peter R. Lonard. As early as 1860 Michael ICelly began 
an extensive strip mining business. Charles Dobins. also William Shaw. and 
B. Bensel carried on a profitable business for several years in stripping along 
the bluffs of the North Fork. 
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The real beginning of the great coal industry in Vermilion County dates from 
the time William Kirkland, Hugh Blankeney, Mr. Graves, and Mr. Lafferty opened 
up their mines in Grape Creek in 1866. J. S. Morin was in charge of the 
Kirkland mines ; Kirkland was unable to carry on as extensive a mining business 
as  he wanted to, on account of scarcity of miners, and he imported two carloads 
of men and operated extensively by stripping with horses and scrapers north- 
west of Tilton. The n~imber of men mas still inadequate for his business, and 
a whole shipload of Belgiums were imported to  work in the mines. Kirklantl 
sold his coal principally to the Illinois Railway Co., who had tracks laid to 
his mines. 

About 1870 A. C. Daniels sunk shaft No. 2 for the Ellsworth Coal Co. and 
t ~ o  years later sunk No. 4 for the same company. These properties were talcen 
over by the Consolidated Coal Co. shafts  Nos. 2 and 3 I\-ere burned down: 
Yo. 2 by accident, and No. 3 by strikers. The nliilers who set fire to KO. 3 
shaft were caught, prosecuted and sent to the penitentiary in 1874. 

To Michael Kelly belongs a great deal of credit for the wonderful stride< 
made in this industry. He left his strip mine on the Iqorth Fork, and bought 
some coal land in the Grape Creek field. He soon had a considerable quantity 
of coal to market, and was able to furnish coal to the Chicago & Eastern Illi- 
nois Railroad Company for their locon~otives; 11e also discovered another vein of 
coal at a depth of go feet; this vein was 8 to 9 feet thick and of better quality 
than the top vein. Mr. I.. T, Diclterson took an interest in the business with 
Mr. Kelly; they made wonderful progress. Later Mr. Kelly acquired Mr. 
Dickerson's interest; he also purchased illore land and had two mines in opera- 
tion. About this time other men became interested in the possibilities of the 
coal industry. The Pawnee Coal Co. was organized in 1888 by Paul W. Mc- 
Kay and Mr. Hutchinsotl. They began extensive operations in Grape Creek; 
also the Consolidated Coal Co. began operations on a large scale in the Mis- 
sionfield stripping proposition n-est of Danville. 

The Brookside Coal Company was organized by Mr. Sandmeyer and ope- 
rated a mine near the Pawnee at Grape Creek. The Himrod Coal Company was 
organized by Bernard and Cliarles Himrod, they took over the Pawnee Coal 
Company mines and also bought other land and opened the Himrod mine, under 
the managenlent of Mr. IV. W. Keefer. these mines made fast headway ant1 
hecame a big factor in the coal mining business. 

In  1870 considerable niining was done in west Vermilion Heights. John Short 
opened up a fine body of coal land and for a long time the place was known as 
the "Moss Eank Coal Mine." In 1873 this property was taken over by the Paris 
and Danville railroad. General R. H. CarnalIan ivas in charge of thesc [nines 
for several years. 

In 1879 A. C. Danicls operated the Ells~vorth mines, and bought tlie Car- 
11on Coal Company, also several other mines south, and operated them under 
the name of the Consolidated Coal Company. 

In 1873 IVilliam and Henry Butler made a contract with the Consolidated 
Coal Company to strip their coal in Missionfield district and for several years 
Butler Eros. struggled along but were unable to make the proposition pay and 
in rgoo practically abandoned the place, others tried it later but none succeeded. 
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The discovery of a lower vein of coal in the Grape Creek district by Bfr. 
ICdly had the effect of transferring the extensive operations to this vein and 
aside from small workings very little coal was being taken out of the top vein. 
The coal land laying west of Danville was not as profitably operated as that of 
the south although Sylva Parle operated a mine west of Danville near the town 
limits, for several years supplying coal to consumers and local dealers. 

In 1892 Mr. J. G. Hammond operated the "Economy," west of Danville on 
the Peoria and Eastern Railway, and on account of labor and other troubles which 
continued for a year or two, sent to Iowa for Wm. G. and John G. Hartshorn, 
friends of  his to help him out, they bought an interest in the business and suc- 
ceeded in bringing it up to a profitable standpoint. In  1903 Hartshorn Brothers 
and Mr. J. A. Barnard, general manager of the Big Four Railroad Company 
organized the Electric Coal Company, bought land four miles west of Danville. 
opened and successfully operated the "Electric" mine. Hartshorn Brother; 
and Mr. Barnard also organized the Hartshort Coal Company, which concert1 
acquired the mine at Muncie, which was formerly owned by the Entronons 
Coal Company. 

In 1909 the ill fated Missionfield mine came into the hands of the Hartshorn 
Brothers, who organized the Missionfield Coal Company, and not~vithstanding 
the great losses suffered by former operators they were successful in making 
the strip proposition pay, the continued success of Hartshorn's operations in the 
west coal fields had the effect of greatly enhancing the value of coal land in 
that district, options on hundreds of acres was taken at one hundretl clollars an 
acre in 1910. 

In 1903 Michael Kelly bought out the Himrod Coal Company paying them 
$260,000. H e  then became the largest individual coal operator i11 the state. 
About IF the South Westville Coal Con~pany was organized by X r .  Gerety 
and a large mine was soon in operation south of IVestvilIe. In 1y5 W. B. 
McKinley formed a syndicate to take over the mines of hlichael Kelly, for which 
they paid three million dollars. About this time the Dering Coal Company was 
organized by J. K. Dering and R. R. Hammond to take over the South \Vest- 
viHe Coal Company mines. They also bought more land and soon had four 
mines in operation. The coal industry in Vermilion County at t i is  time hacl 
reached its zenith, some two and a half  nill lion tons were mined in I*. The 
Dering mines were operated under the management of IV. G. Halbert and the 
McKinley mines under W. G. Hartshorn. 

In 1907 the Little Vermilion Coal Company was organized by L. T. Dicker- 
son, a large producing mine quickly followed its organization and was ope- 
rated under the management of Alva Halbert. 

In  1908 the Bunsen Coal Company, of Pittsburg. Pennsylvania, a subsidiary 
of the Illinois Steel Company bought several thousands acres of coal land near 
WestviIle, Georgetown and Catlin, also they bought out the Little Vermilioll 
Coal Company, later they acquired the Kelly properties from the McKinley syn- 
dicate and the mines were opened up for extensive operations. The coal in- 
dustry in 1910 was brought down to three principal ownerships, the Illinois 

I Steel Company and the Dering Coal Company in the south field and Hartshorn 
Rrothers in the west field. 
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CHAPTER XLII. 

ABANDONED TOWNS OF VERMIL.ION COUNTY. 

A11 the pla~ls made by any one do not mature; all the flowers that bud do 
not produce flowers; all the towns which man plats do not come off paper. 
While attention is centered on the towns, villages and cities which have made 
a record why not take the time to consider the inany promising places that have 
not come to the point of redeeming their promise. 

Some of these villages never went off paper, and some of them have had a 
few years of life to be abandoned and let go back to the wilderness from which 
they came. One of these is the once proud and promising Denmark. When it 
is considered that Denmark was a prosperous village before Danville was plat- 
ted, and then look at it now, it seems as though there must be a mistake. 
A few frame houses which have been bt~ilt within the last few years stand along 
the country roadside at the front of the old Denmark hill; the river with a mod- 
ern bridge to span it where once there was the inore romantic ford, and one, 
only one, old house to tell the tale of the past glory of the village where the 
citizens had made an attempt to become the county seat, when it was located on 
land which was, as yet, not even boasting of a house. This remaining house 
speaks in a strange tongue the tale of the rise and fall of Denmark. 

Conkeytown and Higginsville will sonle time at no distant day be cou~ltecl in 
the list of abanhoned towns, but not now. A book to be found in the ofice of 
recorder of Ver~nilion County is of great interest. I t  is a record of towns and 
villages no longer, and for that matter in most cases never abiding places fol- 
human beings. 

There are some villages ivliich are not I-ccordetl, among which is the one 
called Vernlilion Rapids. This was supposed to be located on the site of the 
town afterwards called Iligginsville. In the thirties, there was much talk of 
making use of the Vermilion river for commercial purposes. The citizens of 
Danville tried to slack water the Vermilion river and make it navigable to 
its mouth. But this was never a practical idea, and the only use made of the 
waters was that on paper, when the effort was made to coin money by selling 
lots in an  imaginary town called Vermilion Rapids, claimed to be "favorably 
located at the head of navigation on the Vermilion river." 

It was in 1836, that Amando Higgins, ( a  brother of Judge Higgins) and 
Marcus C. Stearns entered the east half of the northwest quarter of 36 (21-13) 
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and bought sixteen acres off the south end of the east quarter of the southwest 
quarter of section 25, to bring them out to the road, and laid it out in town lots. 
This was platted and recorded in 1836, just before the crash came, which made 
these kind of speculations cease. The town thus platted was called Vermilion 
Rapids. The plat was on both sides of the river, and showed the same to be 
about ten rods wide at this point, and large enough to float a steamer. The 
"rapids" were the main part of this enterprise, since no boat could pass any 
further up the stream on their account. The prospect of having boats take on 
produce from the rich land around and in turn deposit all the manufactured 
articles from the most distant clime were flattering in the extreme. No reason 
that direct coinlnunication might not be kept up with Xe\v Orleans and for that 
matter with Rio, Cuba and any part of Europe. Such was the foundation for 
the scheme, whereby the promoters of this swindle ~vould coin money. The 
"rapids," unless removed by government authority and appropriation would 
always remain a barrier past which no progress could be inade up stream, and 
the prospective city would beconle tlie great Inart for trade for a hundred 
tniles in every direction. 

The principal streets in this prospective city running north and south to the 
river front were named Parish, Higgins. Chicago and Main; those running east 
and west were i\'illiams, 13uffal0, Bluff, Spring and LaPoer. A wide levee lay 
between these streets and the river, giving plenty of room for the immense busi- 
ness which was only awaiting the saleof land in this impossible town to be made. 
'This prospective town was nicely platted and the paper taken to New York city 
to find buyers of the lots. This sort of speculation was carried to an incredible 
extent in the years just before the crash of 1837. No one knew the real value 
of land and this plat surely looked reasonable when the waterway was very evidently 
all that could be desired ; every river to\vn was looked upon as a promise of untold 
wealth. So it was hlr. A. D. Higgins took his plat to N e ~ v  York city to sell the 
land to speculators on Wall street, but he was too late. The crash of 1837 came 
and he had no sale at all. Western lots could hardly bring the cost of the paper 
upon which they were platted. Vermilion Rapids, was thereby relegated to the 
list of abandoned towns in the county. 

An iilteresting record of the abandoned towns inay be found in the county 
recorder's office. 

The earliest recorcleil ton-n is that of RIorgantown or perhaps it should be 
c.allcd Alorgans. This town a trace of ivhicll it seems impossible to find, is not 
located. at all in the 1-ecortl, a small esecutecl plat with the local coloring of a rep- 
resentation of the Vertnilion river running alongside thereof. but not a single 
mark by which there co11ld be fomd  any idea of where this town was located. 

The name is given as IIorganto\vn, and the only reasonable conclusion to 
draw is that this to\\-11 was identical with the oltl one of Morgans, or as often 
called, Morgan's neighborhood. This to~vn of ~1organto~c.n was laid out by 
Achilles Morgan. and subscribed to before Jacob Brazelton, Jr., July 23, 1830. 
Each and every lot in this town contained one fourth part of an acre, and had a 
front of four rods. and extended ten rods back. The public grounds were three 
fourths of an acre. 
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This record is in every way complete yet there is no one who has any 
knowledge of such a town in Vermilion County, nor of ever hearing of such a 
village, that can be found. Wherever it could have been there is no more trace 
of 'it, other than upon the books of the county recorder. 

Lancaster is another of the abandoned towns in Vermilion Cotlnty. I t  was 
laid out by Noah Bixler, July 17, 1832, on the north half of the east half of 
the northeast quarter of section six in township 19, north of range g east. The plat 
was recorded July 18, 1832. Whether this town ever was off paper is not 
known. Another one of the abandoned towns was laid out and surveyed in 
1832. This was Greenville, and was laid off by Joseph Osborn. I t  was lo- 
cated on the west quarter of section No. 31, township 19, N. of R. No. 13 west 
in the county of Vermilion and state of Illinois. 

All lots in this town were provided t o  be four rods wide except lot No. j, 
in block No. I ,  lot No. 8 in block No. 2; lot No. I in block No. 3 ; and lot No. 
4 in block No. 4, which were four rods square, with Main street running north and 
south and High street running east and west, both being four rods wide. 

The plan of  this street was a cross roads with a hollow souare where the 
streets crossed. The survey and plat of this town was recorded July 26, 1836. 
The town of Shepherd or  as it appears on an early map Shepherdstown, was laid 
out in 1836. I t  was located directly east of Danville very near to the state line. This 
was one of those early towns which sprang into existence and while they were 
platted and attempts made to  sell lots, yet never came off the paper used to plat 
and advertise them. 

This town, unlike that of Greenville, was not built on the plan of many o i  
those in Vermilion county, of which Danville and Georgetown are samples: 
namely, with a hollow square in the center of the town. 

Provision was made in Shepherdstown for lots eight rods long by four wide, 
with Illinois street running north and south. This street was on the west of 
the platted town, and Chicago street running on the east of the lots. This lat- 
ter street was to be but two rods wide. Main street was to run east and west, 
and Prairie street was just north of it, while south street was to run sorth of 
Main street. All the east and west streets were four rods wide. This town was 
laid out by John VilIars July 28, 1836. This town was on the map as Shepherds- 
town, but it is platted as Shepherds. 

Franklin was a town laid out by I. Swisher, and H. Rogers, on March 
13, 1837. 

The town of Marion was surveyed by Dan Beckwith, May 23, 1835. He 
was a t  that time yet county surveyor of Vermilion County. The town was laid 
out by Alexander Bailey, but had no growth. Monroe was laid out on the south- 
west quarter of the Northwest quarter of section 36, T. 17, N. R. 1 1  W. I t  was 
surveyed and laid out by Stephen Nearfield, and J. W. Haworth. 

Provision was made to have all lots four rods .wide by eight long, with Maill 
and High streets running north and south, both being four rods wide and Green 
2 t d  Prairie streets running east and west, the same width. Other streets 
were numbered   st, znd, 3rd, etc. These were to be one rod wide each. 
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The town of Monroe was recorded, May 4, 1837. 
The town of Leesburg was laid out by Joseph Smith. I t  was located on a 

part of the northwest quarter of the northwest quarter of section No. 14, in 
town No. 18, north of R. No. I-I, W. I t  was surveyed by Uriah M. Mchlillen, 
May I, 1850. 

Prospect city was laid out by Ransom R. Murdock, PVilliam H. Pells, 
Leander Britt, Benjamin Stites and Dryden Donelly. This village was located 
on the south half of so~~thwest  quarter of section 8, the northeast quarter of 
section 18, N., 20 acres of  the west one half of the northwest quarter, of sectioil 
17, and the east one half of the northwest clt~arter of section 17, and the south 
east quarter of Section 7, and the west half (less twenty acres of north end) 
of the northwest quarter of Section 17, lying in township 23, N. of R, 10 E. of 
the 3d Principal Meridian. The plat of this village was recorded July 31, 1857. 

Salem, another of the abandoned villages of Vermilion County, was sur- 
veyed for B. D. C. Herring. Its location was somewhat complicated, being six 
and a half acres out of the north half of the southeast quarter of section No. 
30, T. 21, N. of R. 12, west; also three acres one pole out of the east half of 
S. W. quarter of three sections. Beginning at corner stake, in the south line 
of said section. Thence west 14 poles to  a stone, thence north 31 poles to a 
stone; thence east g poles to  a stone; thence north g poles to a stone; thence 
east 31 poles to a stone, thence south 40 poles to  a stone; thence west 26 poles 
to  the beginning. The plat contained nine acres, and seventy-nine poles of land. 

This list of abandoned towns have been given without regard to  the fact 
that some of the locations are at present in Champaign County. However, when 
they were platted it was before the division of the two counties, and when they 
were abandoned the division had not even then been made. That being the case, 
as  abandoned towns or villages, they belong to Vermilion Cotinty and as such 
are considered here. 

Gilbert may or may not be considered an abandoned village, since its suc- 
cessor has been built so near to the first town named for Mr. Alvan Gilbert, ant1 
was given a part of his name. Whether or not Gilbert is considered an aban- 
doned town depends on whether it is correct to consider Alvin the same town 
as Gilbert. 

Salina might be also considered since it was the name given to the railroad 
station now known as Fairmount, although the latter name was given first. 
When the new name of Salina was given it was found that there had been 
another town in the state named Salina, and the old name of Fairmount was 
continued. 

The present town of Indianola was formerly called Chillacotha and before 
then was called Dallas, yet it is hardly the correct impression to give to  put 
either of the two former names in the list of abandoned villages of Vermilion 
County. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

A FEW OLD BURYIXG GROUNDS. 

T H E  MT. PISGAH BURYING GROUSD--TI-Eli: I);\LBEY UURYING GROUND--TILE \.I<l<- 

MILION GROVE I3URYING G R O U N W T H E  GUXDY UURE'IXG GROUND. 

There is much of interest in the old burying grounds of any sectioti atid pas- 
ticularly is that true of those of Vermilion County. An exhaustive study o i  
these well repay the trouble. Silent as these spots are, there is a story for one 
who reads in the recorded lives the conditions of life at any period, better per- 
haps than in any other way. The olcl stones which marked the graves of the 
citizens of early times were much more satisfactory than are the monuments 
lately erected, massive and giving an assurance of long existence, but with the 
most meagre information recording only the date of birth and that of death, 
perhaps. 

The earlier stones were largely made of sandstone, many tiines wooden slabs 
taking the place of more substantial material. Tliese sandstones have almost 
all of them been destroyed. In another decade there will be even less. The men 
and women who lie in these old cemeteries determined the history of this section. 
Today it is well to wander among the markers of these lives and note how this one 
came to his new home with faith and trust, and that one came, each to take his 
place among men, to  live his own life, and to help make the history of his o\\-11 

section of the country. 
Mount Pisgah cemetery has sorne recent graves but Inany that are full of 

interest because of their being the last resting place for soine kind and l~artl- 
working pioneer whose life was the sacrifice, no less noble because ui~conscious. 
to advancing civilization. Without his efforts the wilderness would not now 11c 
blossoming like the rose. 

I t  was in the fifties that David Swank and Levi Long bought the site of the 
old cemetery and dedicated it for burial purposes. Before this time it must 
have been a private burying ground, for thirty or forty years. This cemetery 
is three miles west of Georgetown. 

There are two graves made in 1827. Earlier dates have been found on cer- 
tain stones. Mr. W. L. Long claims he found a stone 1vit11 the date of 1822, but 
it is not now to be found. I t  is possible that such stone was to  mark the grave 
of one of the earliest settlers. Recently there was a record of a girl of thirteen 
who had died in 1815 and been buried at that place. 

The first graves in this old burying ground were on the branch of the 
little stream called Concord branch now in the northwest part of new addition. 
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The graves of two men in this part are surrounded with a rail pen. If any one 
in this community knows anything about these men it is hardly possible to learn 
it. There are old sandstones lying about from which the epitaph has been com- 
pletely obliterated. Old cedar posts are standing, with the inscriptions which 
were rudely made with a knife, yet plain and distinct. These are seventy-four 
years old. One of these have the inscription, "Nancy, wife of William Brown. 
Died June 17, 1863." Another cedar marker bears the inscription of Mary J. 
Gephart, Died May 15, 1838. 

Many wooden markers have no inscription, and many of the sandstone 
tnarkers are so obliterated that they have no definite information of who lies 
buried in that place to give the passing stranger. 

Among the oldest graves the stones tell the resting place of Elizabeth, wife 
of J. J. Lyons, who died Christmas day. 1827. She was the first wife of Jotham 
Lyons, Sr. Jotham Lyons, Sr., died August 2,  1843, and was buried in this 
cemetery. Richarcl Swank, so says one marker, died 1827. His descendants in 
that part of the country are legion. 

Absolom Starr died October 14. 1829. and was buried in this burying ground. 
Another marker gives the information that Kansander, wife of John Jones, 
died August 31, 1833. and yet another that John Jones himself, died October 26, 
(837. 

Brazelton Millilcen died August 26, 183 j. 
Emmanuel Gephart died in 1838. 
Josiah Long died about the close of the Mexican war. George 31. Widener 

died in 1840. 
This burying ground is the resting place for illany of the Long and Jonea, 

the Pantas and I-Iewitt families. 
I t  was in the middle thirties that the Cuinberland Presbyterians establishecl 

a church in the Mt. Pisgah neighborhood and put i ~ p  a meeting house on the 
site of the present house of worship, whicll was used until after the war, when 
the present church was built. This old burying ground is on a high rolling ele- 
vation and although is almost completely surrounded with water, is very d n  
in location. 

To the east of the main high\vay between lluncie and I;ainnount, about 
two miles south of bfuncie, is the old Dalbey burying ground. It is a very wild 
part of the country. It is on a slight elevation, susroundecl on the sotlth ant1 
east by a small rivulet, beyond whicl~ are rugged hills. The trees fringing these 
hilltops, are as silent sentinels of the melancholy place of repose. All that is 
needed to make this a dreary spot is the yelping of the \valves and the braying 
of  the panther, which were heard in the days of the pioneer. 

This burying ground was laid out in 1838. and the accoinpaninlent of the 
wild animals' call was not lacking. It  was on the joint property of Aaron Dal- 
bey, and James Cass. When the land \\-as donated for the purpose of a com- 
mon burial ground, Richard Cass, Jr., remarked. "I ~votrld not be buried in such 
a place." Alas the irony of fate; his was the first grave made in the grounds. 
This place was extensively used until the fifties; but the \v11ole tract has been 
abandoned and is now turned over to weeds and wild grass. Grave stones have 
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been displaced and markers no longer reliable in the information given because 
not in place. 

The second grave made in the grounds was that of Elizabeth Cass, mother 
of Richard, Jr. Richard Cass, Sr., died in 1843. Aaron Dalbey died in 1855. 
Isaac and Felix Radcliff, both young men have markers t o  show how 
short their lives were. There are many graves here of people dying in the forties, 
fifties and sixti&. The Casses, Dalbeys, McFarlands, Meades, Bayles, Parrish, 
Drapers, Whitrnans and Radcliffs are to be found in this burying ground. 

One of the prettiest spots in Vermilion County is the location of the Gundy 
cemetery. While a part of this cemetery is devoted to the last home of the 
pioneers of this locality, there has been a new part added and connected with 
the old part. The utmost care is taken with this "city of the dead," and there is 
no neglected portion on the grounds. This is the last resting place of many a 
man and woman in that part of the county whose efforts have made Vermilion 
County. Here rests the body of a revolutionary soldier as well as that of t h e  
later wars. 

A careful and exhaustive list of those buried in the old part gives the fol- 
lowing names, and date of death. 

In the southern part of the county where the early settlers lived, the bury- 
ing grounds are filled with interest. That of Vermilion grove speaks the story 
of faithfulness to home ties and devotion to family interests by the many of the 
same name to be found in the graves. The Haworths, the 31jlls ant1 the Rees 
family all rest together as they lived together in the Vermilion Grove and Sha- 
ron cemeteries. A careful list of these markers has been obtained through tlae 
efforts of Mr. Bertram Rees and follows: 

VERMILION GROVE CEMETERY. 

I .  Elizabeth Harrell, wife of Elwade Harrell ; died March 16, 1w. Age. 
46 years, 6 months, 11 days. 

2. Thomas Hester; died November 10, 1875. Age, 79 years. 

3. Mary, his wife; died November 5, 1867. Age, 69 years. 
4. J. B. McGown, Col. 63d. Reg. 111. Volunteers; died November 21: 1868. 

Age, 50 years. 
5. Perry Mote; died October 8, 1872. Age, 49 years. 
6. James C. Walker; died March 30, 1856. 

7. Joseph Maddock; died May 11, 1860. 
8. William Green; died February 19, 1875. Age, 49 years. 
9. Elvin Haworth ; died August 22, 1885. Age, 70 years, 4 monihs, 18 

days. 
10. Almeda Haworth, wife; died January 2, 1876. 
11. Aaron Mendenhall; died 12th month, 20, 1872. Age, 61 years. 
12. Elizabeth Mendenhall; died 1886. Age, 65 years. 
13. Nathan Elliott; died, 1874. Age, nearly 64 years. 
14. Naoma Elliott; died, 1886. Age, 67 years. 

15. Elizabeth Rees, 1st consort of James Rees; died ed month, 12, 1842. 
Age, 27 years. 
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16. John Rees ; born June 7, 1801 ; died Kovember 29, 1854. 

17. David Ha~vortll ; born January 28, 1813 ; died July 24, 1876. 
18. Mariam, his wife; born June 12, I@; died, March 14, 1894. 

ag. John &I.  Mills, born August 4, 181 j: died March I, 1845. 
20 .  Elizabeth, his wife; born September 14, 1818; died *4pril 18, 1904. 
21. John Larrance ; died, 1837. Age 41 years. 
22. Ruth. his tvife ; died January 22, 1876. -Age, 79% years. 

23.  John Mills; born jtll month, 30, 1774; died 9th month, 19, 1846. 

24. Charity Mills; boni 9th month, 20, 1777; died 11th month, 5 ,  1858. 
2 5 .  hlills ; died A,Iarch 17, 1872. Age, 73% years. 
26. Hannall, his \vife ; died April 12, 1847. 

2 .  Ja.rae C., his wife; died h4ay 2, 1880. 
28. Thoma.; I--Iaworth; died hlarch 4 1885. 

29. S-;usanna11 Rees, wife of John Rees; died March 18. 1892. -Age, 80 
years. 

3s. Rachel Rees ; died January 5, 1892. -\ge, 72. 
. Jenuince Rees; diecl, 1886. 
32. Deborah Rees; diecl Septeinber g, 1885. Age, 87 nearly. 
33. I A o n  Rees; died, 1878. Age, 22 years. 
34. VvTilliam Rees; died, 3d month, 17, 18go. Age, 70 pears, 11 months, I 

day. 

3 5 .  Johti IT. 13arl<er ; died Augt~st 23, 1896. Age, 85 years, 2 months. 

36. Hannah Parker; died July 26, 1890. -4ge 78 years, g months. 

37. Wm. C. Morris; born December 16, 1822; died October I, 1904. 

38. Sarah, his wife; born January 21, 1828; died December 25, 1898. 
'39. John M. Elliott; died November 6, 1892. Age, 52-10-14. 
40. Jotnn Mendenhall; died May 3, 1897. Age, 87% years. 

qa. Richard Mendenllall ; died 5th month, 24, I W .  Age, 67. 
42. Williatli I-Iester; died, 1899. Age, G I  years. 

43. Sila:i Mendenhall; May 23, 1829: ~liecl January 25 ,  1908. 
44. Isaac P. Lewis; died May, 1885. Age, 81. 
45. Asenat11 H. hiIenctenl~al1, Feb. 8, 1885. Age, 55-6-9. 
46. Jesse Smith; diecl April 13, 1872. Age, 78. 

17. Daniel I~'il1ia1ns; died, 1868, 11, 18. Age, 72 years, 8 months. 

48. John Ha~vorth;  died 8th day of 5th month, 1863. Age, 84 years, 6-8. 

49. Sicily, his wife, died 3d clay of 5th n~ontli, 1868. Age, 84 years. 

go. Millican Mills; born, December 27, 1814; died January 28, 1891. 76 
years. 

; I .  Martlia R., his wife; born April 24, 181s; died october I. 1874. 
52. William Holaday; died May 5, 1880. Age, 63-5-20, 
53. Elizabeth Holaday; died August 18, 1899. Age, 80-1-21. 
54. Thomas W. Lamb; died July 13, 1878; born February I ,  1840. 

5 5 .  Dr. M. C. Mendenhall, 1835-190;. 
56. Wnl. Canaday; died, November I ,  1897. Age, 87-10-9. 
57. James H. Judd; born, 1842; died, 1891. 
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SHARON CEMETERY. 

Moses Reynolds; born May 6, 1830; died Novenlber 28. 1904. 
Elvira, his daughter; died February 24, 1878. 
Wm. McNeese; died August 17, 1894. -4ge, 74 years. 
Lydia, his wife; dieti February 8, 7906. :\ge, S3. ' 
David R. Smith, 1824-1904. 
David Ankrum; died February 24, 1867. Age, 69 years. 
Abagail, his wife; died February 28, 1557. Age, 54 1/3 years. 
Allen, son of above; died October 28, 1858. 
George W. Smith; born September 19, 1819; died, July 14. IW. 

Elizabeth, his wife ; born June 6, 1831 ; died February 2, 1888. 
John Kendall, Company E, Seventy-third Illinois Infantry. No date. 
Theodore T. Smith, son of G. W. and E. Smith ; died October 9, 1864 
Elizabeth, wife of J. M. Kendall; died January 28, 1852. Age. 35. 
Martha, wife of Wm. Hall; died 3Iarch r2, 1549. Age, 5s yearc. 
Isaac Smith, Jr., died, 1849. 
Martha Smith ; born February 19, 1802 ; (lied, 1874. 
Isaac Smith; born 15th day of 8th month, 1795; died March 3, 1849. 
William, son of I. and 11. R. Smith; died December 15, 1845. 
Mary Smith. wife of Isaac Smith, Sen. ; died April 24, 1840. -Age, 82 year.. 
Joseph Hackney; died June 6, 1846. .4ge, 68 years. 
Jonathan B. Smith ; died September 29, 1838. Age, I year. 
Joseph Smith ; died 31ay 31. ~850 .  -Age. 58 years. 

N X N E S  O F  THOSE IIUKIEIl I N  T I I E  OLD P.\KT OF TIIE GITXDJ' C'I'MIS'TfSRY AT 

AIYERSVILLE, ILLINOIS. 

Adams, Sarah, died September 18, 1882; age 73; Aclams, Louisa. died Jan- 
uary 12, 1856; age 19 ; Eivans, Wnl. ] ., diet1 August 25, 1881 ; age r 2 ; Bivans. 
Robert T., died September 21, ~86):  age z ;  Bivans, Evaline Neff, died April 
27, 1887; age 64; Bivans. \Vim. H., died October 5, 1892; age 68; Beagle, De- 
borah, died Rlarch 18, 1847; age 25;  Reagle. Win. I-I., died ilpril j, 1864; age 
3 ;  Beagle, Noah IV., died February 24, 1864; age r6; Burtzc, Chris John. 
died January 14. 1874; age 38; Bennett, Hannah J., died September 29, 1859; 
age 18; Beeman, Benjamine R.. (liecl October 9, 1854; age 10; Eriggs, Jacob 
S., died June 19, 1574; age 2 ;  Rriggs, Anlantla A.. diet1 September 5, 1870; 
age 3 ;  Briggs, 1\Iartin (Soldier), died December 15, 1876; age 44; Babcocli. 
Hannah D., died May 30, 1884; age 79;  Crosson, Columbia, died September 
10, 1849; age r ; Crosson, Susan. diecl January 8, 1852; age 44;  Cosatt, 
Aldora, died Noveinber 8, 1862; age 3 ;  Cosatt, Seafayett, died Jlarch 19, 1863; 
age 11 ; Chenoii:etl~, John, diet1 November 6, 1852 ; age I ; Chenoweth, John, 
died August I. 1863; age 4; Chenoweth, Elizabeth, died August g, 1873; age 
55; Chenoweth, Alta C., died December 23, 1873; age I ; Cheno~veth, Walter 
E., died November 11, 1876; age I ;  Carter, Thomas, died October 22, 1845; 
age 56; Carter, Tlord, died May 15, 1847; age 27; Clem, George IY., died May 
7, 1873; age 15; Cline, James Buck. <lied September 28, 1876; age 5 ;  Cronkhite, 
Jacob, died February 5, 1853; age 30; Davison, Mary Bell, diecl >fay 24, 1861 : 
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age 6; Davison, Sizzie, died May T ,  1861 ; age 2 ;  Davison, Matilda, died Sep- 
tember 16, 1855 ; age 25 ; Davison, Andrew (Soldier), died January 24, 1869; 

age 27; Davison, Sarah J., died October 31, 1859; age g;  Davison, Ruth, 
died April g, 1835; age 26; Davison, Elizabeth, died January 31, 1839; age 4 ;  
Davison, Andrew, died July 10, 1842; age 69; Davimn, Elizabeth, died Feb- 
ruary g, 1845; age 67; Davison, Robert, died September 6, 1843 ; age 36; Davi- 
son, Malindah, died July 6, 1856; age 45 ; Davison, Robert (Soldier), died May 
I ,  1862; age 18; Davison, Joseph, died November 26. 1864; age 3;  Davison. 
John J., died Afarch 16, 1872; age 34; Davison, S., died August 27, 1873; age 
28; Davison, James, died January 3, 1875; age 69; Davison, Elizabeth, died 
February 25, 1879; age 32; Davison, Grant, died January 25, 1865 ; age I ; 
Davison, Charlie, died 1895; age 27; Davison. Elwood E.. died 1906; age 44; 
Davison, Willie S., died January 26. 1882; age 15; Davison, Robert, died May 
ro, 1909; age 77; Dayton. Della J.. died December 29. 1890; age 12; Dines. 
James (Co. F. 4th. 111. Car.), died 1877; age 60; Eaglin, Garret, died February 
19, 1869; age 65; Franklin. Mary X., died February 12. 1877: age 36; Groom. 
Serepta, died January 17, 1847; age 27; Gilber, Samuel J.. died October j. 

1844; age I ; Gundy, Jacob ( a  soldier of the Revolution), born October 13, 
~ 7 6 5 ;  died September 24, 1545; Gundy, James, died February 22. 1840; age 
I j ; Gundy, Thomas (death caused by lightning), died April 19, 1854; age 23 ; 
Gundy, Kisial~, died October 30, 1853; age 49; Gundy, Wm., died January 27, 
1857; age 54; G~uncly, Sally, died April 24, 1857; age 53; G L I I I ~ ~ ,  Joseph, died 
July g, 1853; age 67;  Gundy, Thomas, died March 26. 1881; age 79; Gundy, 
Andrew, died 1906; age 77 ; Hinkle, James, died September I ,  1 8 a ;  age I ; 

Hinkle, Susan, died December 21, 1840; age 27; Holloway, Z .  X . .  died August 
6, 1878; age 70; Ingram, Jesse, died March 28, 1881 ; age 9 ;  Ingram, Jesse (Co. 
B. 25 reg. Ill. Inf.) ,  died May 4, 1896; age 59; Ingranl J. (Co. 25 reg. Ill. Inf.) ; 
Ingram, Harrison H., died November 27. 1866; age 55;  Ingram, Rhoda J.. 
died April 2, 1884; age 73; Jones, J. P.. died February 18. 1893; age 56; Jones, 
Deborah J., died April 2, 1884; age 73; Kuns, Daniel, died December 4, 1857; 
age 63; Kuns, Heal, died August 12, 1853; age 24; Kerr. \4Tillie, died August 
16, 1866; age 4 ;  Kerr, Jane, died Septeimber 6, 1870; age 61 ; Kerr, Joseph, died 
February 12, 1872 ; age 64 ; Leape, Plleba J., (lied April I 5, JgO2 ; age 65 ; Leon- 
ard, John W., died March 16, 1885; age 59; Leonard. Charles D.. died 
July 3, 1888; age 19; Leonard, Nettie A.. died August 9. 1889; age 26;  
Miller, Sarah E.. died June 16, 1851 : age 3 ; lliller, Tl~omas, died Xu- 
gttst 28, 1858; age 4 ;  f i l e r ,  Jlary, died April 23, 1 2 ;  age 36;  
Messick, Henry, died August. 27. 1845; age I ;  Nessickm. Xoah, died 
February 2, 1847; age 7 ;  McGrady. Samuel, died July IS. 1852; age 2 2 ;  

McEwen, Anney, died February 21, 1848; age 25; XIoner, Dorothy, died May 
10: 1851 ; age 88 ; bloyer, Catherine, died October 8, 1855 ; age 64; Myers, Sain- 
uel, died April 4, 1859; age 50; Myers, IVebster, died March 10, 1874; age 
38; Myers, John, died January 6, 1879; age 72; Myers, JIargaret, died Januaq 
24, 1883; age 69;  &fann, Eve, died December 28, 1886; age 61 ; Monk, Wm., 
died August 7. 1879; age 53; Oliver, Mary Ann, died February 4, 1853; age 
36; Oliver. E. R., (lied 1894; age 86; Pierce, Samantha X., died l l a y  19, 
1871 ; age IG. Pierce, Charles IfT., died May 10, 1874; age 27: Ray, Mary. 
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died September 4, 1845; age 25;  Ray, Levi M., died February 2, 1851 ; 
age 15 ; Ray, Mary, died August 5, 1864 ; age 15 ; Rail, Nancy, died October 27, 
1845; age 15; Ray, Matilda, died January 13, 1849; age 22; Radebaugh, Levi 
H., died August 25, 1866; age 4 ;  Radebaugh, Margaret I;., died September 14. 
1873; age I ;  Radebaugh, Melissa, died April 17, 1807; age 50; Stewart, Sarah 
Emma, died October 4, I W ;  age 18; Satterwhite, hlary E., died May 6, 1%; 

age 34; Satterwhite, Clarence M., died April 24, 1892; age 10; Smith, 'Thomas 
J., died November 4, 1893; age 62; Smith, Anna J., died October 28, 1881 ; 
age 15; Steen, Wm., died December 25, 1845; age IG; Steen, Mary, died October 
28, 1846; age 75; Steen, John, died June 18, 1848; age 78; Steen, Mary, died 
December 4, 1855; age 54; Shoneberger, Levi J., died December 10, 1868; age 
8; Stevern, Mary, died December 23, 1896; age 27; Steverns, Franklin, died 
February 5, 1886; age 66; Stevern, Lucinda A., died September 4, 1896; age 
64; Shank, Henry E., died June 17, 1878; age 57; Shank, Anna Eliza, died 
November 26, 1900; age 73 ; Tuttle, Ava, died December 30, 1867 ; age 54 : 
Tuttle, Mary, died Rlarch 22, 1879; age G I  ; Thompson, Mandie, died Decetn- 
ber 15, 1881; age 2; Thompson. Mary JV., died March 18, 1884; age 35; Wood, 
Rachel, died Septeillber 17, 1830; Wood, Anna, died June g, 1833 ; Wood, Jane, 
died September 8, 1839; Wood, Racltel, died June 11, 1833; MTood, Ethan, died 
October 27, 1858; age 13; Wood, John R. (Co. A. 21 R. Ill. Vol.) died Sep- 
tember I ,  1862 ; age 19; Wood. Abraham, died September 2 ,  1846; age 44 : 
Wood, Cynthia Ann, died April 12. 1851 ; age 22; Wood, Henry, died January 
21, 1857; age 62; Wood, Nancy, died July 30, 1885; age 30; Wood, Andrew, 
died Jan~zary 8, 1875; age 50; Wood, Henry, died January g, r p ;  age 58; 
Wilson, Thomas, died September IG, 1840; age 28; Wilson, Julia Ann, died 
September 27, 1841 ; age 2; Wilson, Juliann, died May 8, 1852; age 31 ; Wiles, 
Leuke, died December 5, 1848; age 57 ; Wiles, Mary, died January 14, 1853 ; age 
59; Wiles, Rebecca Jane, died April 6, 1857; age 29; Wiles, Andrew, died Sep- 
tember 7, 1871 ; age 5 ; Wiles, Thomas, died September 20, 1871 ; age I 5 ; Wiles. 
Meakie A., died January 29, 1874; age 40; Wyatt, Thomas, died -4ugust 9, 1882; 
age I ; Wyatt, Wm., died IW ; age 68 ; Wyatt, Jane, died 1888 ; age 39 ; Young. 
Mary, died November 18, 1849; age 25; Young, Isaac N., died February 27. 
1864 ; age 2. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

HEROES AND DISTINGUISHED PEOPLE. 

j . G. CANNOX-W. J . CALI-IOUN-J. W. WILKIX-XRS. MARy IIARTWELL CATHER- 

WOOD-HIRAM W. BECKWITH---GURDOX HUBBARD--SAY GEL M'ROBERTS-REV. 

JAMES ASIIMOKE-IIARVEY SOWDOWSKS-RT. REV. VICAR GEXERAL O'REILLY- 

COL. 0. F. HXRPrZOS-J. C. DAVIS-MICHAEL KELLEY. 

Every conlmunity, however small, has its representative heroes. Sometimes 
they are heroes of war, and sometimes they are the no less heroes of peace. 
Vermilion County has these, and the list is much longer than limited space will 
permit of naming. This is the reason that in compiling this list, local celebrities 
have been passed and only those whose influence was away from, as well as at, 
home, have been mentioned. 

This list of distinguished people is, as a matter of course, headed by the 
name of Speaker Cannon. Danville and Vermilion County are both better 
known as being the home of Speaker Cannon, than in any other way. Mr. Cal- 
houn is a conspicuous figure in the world of affairs, and his citizenship, although 
inore remote, is none the less valid. Judge Wilkin was a citizen of whom any 
co~nmunity would be proud even though he 11aci not wo~i  the distinction he did. 
Tv-ermilion County has not been without people distinguished in the world of 
letters, and the writings of Mary Hubbwell Catherwood has made her home 
place distinguishet1. Mr. Hiram Beckwith was a recognized historian of merit. 
'Tlie state of Illinois loves to do hirn honor. Gurdon Hubbard is a representa- 
tive of the past whose efforts should not be forgotten. Sarnuel McRoberts is 
one of the forgotten statesmen of that period of national life which tried men's 
~nuls.  H e  represents Illinois as United States Senator. Aside from the field 
of politics ant1 letters, there have been other walks in life where Vermilion 
C'ounty men have distinguished tkemse1~;es. Rev. James Ashmore, the evangel- 
ist and missionarj., did a work which distinguished him. Vicar General O'Reilly 
is another name ~vhich comes in the list from Vermilion County. The hero 
\vhonl the people of Vermilion County most love, is Col. Harmon, the popular 
citizen who left his adopted home to lead a regiment in battle where he lost his 
own life. This mas many years ago, yet his memory is fresh and the people 
are true in their devotion to him. Gen. Tolln C. Black, has had all the honor 
possible given Ilim to attest the estimation in which he is held by his fellow 
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citizens. Michael Kelley, the captain of industry, was a conspicuous figure in 
the community for years. Judge Davis was a man who reflected honor on his 
home, and was held in highest respect not only in his own community but in 
the state. 

Vermilion County is preeminently an agricultural section. As such the 
ignoring of a prominent man in that line would be inexcusable. Harvey Sow- 
dowsky made the agricultural interest what they are by his work in cattle 
breeding. Other men and women have been conspicuous in the affairs of the 
county but hardly to the extent as the above named. 

Oscar Fitzallen Harmon who was born in Rochester, N. Y., on May 31,  
1827, was the second of six sons of Ira and Corinna (Brown) Harmon. His 
mother was the lineal descendent of Steven Hopkins of the Mayflower. The 
great-great-grandfather, Tristrane Brown, was, in the early days of the country 
a landed slave holder in southeastern New York. The grandfather of Oscar 
Fitzallen Harmon, Solomon Brown, was a "minute man" in the war of the Revo- 
lution. He  was afterward a baptist minister in Western New York. His 
father's first ancestor to arrive in this country was John Harmon of Norfolk 
County, Eng., who landed a t  Plymouth Rock in 1643. He lived in Springfield, 
Mass., from 1644 until his death in 1661. Two of John Harmon's descendents, 
Samuel and Joseph) settled in Suffield County in 1670. The branch of the family 
from which Oscar Harmon sprang, lived in western Massacllusetts through the 
18th Century, and his grandfather Rawson Harmon removed to  Monroe County, 
New York in about 1818. H e  preempted government land and settled himself 
and six sons in the wonderful Genesee valley. Oscar F. Harmon, having been 
reared by parents who were of the Baptist denomination, professed his faith in 
Christ and united with that church, at the age of seventeen years. About this 
time he wrote in his diary (one leaf of which only is to be had) of his deep de- 
sire for a good education and his wish to enter college. This privilege, however. 
was given only to the oldest son of the family who enjoyed a course at  Yale and 
afterwards having married, a t  Brown. Beside the school near his home Oscar 
F. Harmon attended school at  Limi, N. Y., also the Bancroft school calletl 
Round Top at  Northampton, Massachusetts. His decision about this time to be- 
come a lawyer sent him to the then celebrated law school at  Ballstron, Spa., K. 
Y., where he studied for a year and a half. He then entered the law office in 
Rochester of Judge Griffin1 and Judge Darwin E. Smith and read law with them 
for another year and a half and on December 3rd, 1850, was examined before 
the Supreme Court of the state at  Albany and granted a certificate of admission 
to practice as attorney and counsellor at  law. H e  taught school for a time near 
his home. Deciding to go west he visited Detroit and remaining in La  Fayette 
for several weeks, he located permanently in Danville in 1853. In  1854 he was 
\admitted to the Illinois Bar and in 1860 to the U. S. Circuit Court for the 
Southern District of Illinois. H e  then formed a law partnership with Oliver L. 
Davis, which continued until the latter was appointed Judge. Mr. Harmon was 
a representative from the 37th Senatorial District in the ~ 1 s t  General Assembly 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 391 

for 1858-'60. When the 125th Regiment, Illinois Infantry, was formed, Oscar 
F. Harmon was made the Colonel. H e  led his men with unfaltering courage into 
all danger and at the battle of Kenesaw mountain, met his death from a bullet 
of the enemy. Never was there a more brave soldier, nor commander whom 
his men loved better. His death cast a gloom over Vermilioil County and his 
name is reverenced with honor. 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

TOWNSHIPS OF VER%~lILIIOK COUNTIT. 

FIRST DIVISIOX OF TI-IE COUXTS-PRECINCTS UNDER (IOMMISSZC)NEKS' SYSTEM- 

TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATIOS-CHANGES IN I;OUNDAZKIES-D'INVILLE TOWNSHIP- 

GEORGETOWIS TOWNSHIP-ELWOOD TOWNSHI1'-CARROLL TOWXSHIP-VANCE 

TOWNSHIP-IMIDDLEFOKI~ TOWNSIIIP-PILOT TOWNSIIILJ-ROSS TOWNSHIP- 

NEWELL TOiVNSI1IP-BLOUNT TOWKSHIP-CATLIN TOWNSHIP-GRANT TOWN- 

SHIP-EUTLER TOWNSHIP-OAKWOOD TOWNSI-IIP-SIDEL14 'L'OWNSEIIP-JA- 

MATCh TOWNSHIP-LOVE TOW NSTIIP. 

. i t  the second meeting of the Commissioners' court Ver~nilion County was di- 
vided into two sections. The reason for this division is not at this time apparent. 
There may have been solme political advantage in this division, or it may have 
been but for convenience of some other kind. This was in 1826, and township 
organization ~vas not effected until twenty-five years later. 

This division was determined by the center of town 18. 
All of Vermilion County south of this line was in Carroll township and all 

north of it was called Ripley township. This, of course, did not include the at- 
tached territory north of Vermilion county. No record gives the reason for either 
the division nor for the naines given to these sections. It was in 1850 that town- 
ship organization was adopted in Vermilion County. 

At a meeting of the board of supervisors in 1851, the eight members present 
were from the eight precincts, as organized under the commissioners' system. 
These precincts were named as follows : Danville. Georgetown, Elwood, Carroll, 
Union, Vernon, Middlefork, anti Northfork. 

At a special meeting of the board of supervisors, November 10, 1851, these 
precincts were recorded as townships and named as follows : Danville, George- 
town. Elwood, Carroll, Vance, Pilot, Middlefork, Ross and Newell. 

Since the first meeting of the board of supervisors was held in the preceding 
June, the division of the original precincts and renaming of the townships must 
have been made at  the time of this first meeting. Those present at the first meet- 
ing of the board of supervisors, were the following: John Canaday, William 
Davis, William Spicer, L. T. Catlett, Samuel Partlow. J. A. D. Sconce, Asa Dun- 
can, John Hoobler and Michael Oakwood. 

The townships remained the same numher until five years later when Blount 
township was formed from Newel1 on the east and Pilot on the west. This di- 
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vision was made because of the presence of the two streams, the North Fork and 
the Middle Fork, which made barriers between the neighbors and handicapped 
the transaction of official business. In 1858 a new township was laid off from Dan- 
ville, Vance, Carroll and Georgetown, and named Catlin. This name was chosen 
because of the village of that name. Grant township was taken from Ross in 1862. 
Butler township was organized from the extent of territory in the northwestern 
part of the county. This was in 1864. Sidell township was organized from a por- 
tion of Carroll township in 1867. I t  was named for  John Sidell. Jamaica town- 
ship was organized in 1890 from parts of Carroll, Sidell and Vance. Love town- 
ship was organized from Elwood, in 1902. The census of 1910 gives Vermilion 
County I 77,966 population. 

Danville township remains the same territory that it was in the first formation 
of townships. ;is the territory containing the county seat this township has been 
pretty well considered in former pages. The story of Danville township is very 
nearly the story of Danville itself. This was true of the first half century a t  
least, although other towns have sprung up since and now Danville township 
ineans more than Danville ailtl the farms surrounding it. The population of Dan- 
villc totvnship outsicle of the city is 8,362. 

The original plan of the present city of Danville included Main street from per- 
haps about Franklin, on the west to  Hazel on the east and from the river on the 
bouth to north of North street on the north. Within the memory o i  some of the 
sons ant1 tlaughters of Vermilion county the lots north and west of where the Pres- 
byterian church is located was a vast cornfield. The old log building which was 
lcnown as the Gilbert tavern with its old sign, according to the custom of the times, 
hanging from a tree near by, gave place to the more pretentious Pennsylvania 
1-louse, and its rival the McCorn~ack House, to in due course of time make way for 
the modern hotel. So it  is the old buildings have all made way for the new ones 
\\-ith the singlc exception of the first Presbyterian church building and the par- 
s u n q j ~ ~  \\llcre T;atl~er Kingsbury lived during his service to that church. these two 
I~uiltlings yet stantling on South Walnut street. The historic corners of the pnblic 
plaza are now covered with modern buildings. The court house, rapidly becoming 
in itself of little merit other than historic, covers the place where the former court 
house stood. The old Hubbarcl building gave place to the Danville ofice building 
icnown as the Daniel block some years ago; the old Shorts Bank corner has had 
3 modern building on its site for several years while the First National Bank 
building yet makes a good showing. The Palmer National Eank has but this sum- 
mer built a new ant1 handsome building on the southeast corner of the plaza 
where they have been established for several years. The Temple building, the 
13anrn builtling and the Second National Bank building are all of recent con- 
struction and buildings of which any city might be proud. A number of beauti- 
ful houses have been put up during the past half dozen years. The Cindley house 
on North street. the Kimbrough house on North Vermilion street and the Powers 
home on North Vermilion street are perhaps the finest resident property in Dan- 
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ville. The new government building will be a great addition to the city. It is 
located on the site of Judge Davis' home, on Vermilion street. 

The early buildings of Danville have all been lost to view these many years 
with the exception of the old Presbyterian church and Rev. Kingsbury house, 
both on the west side of south Walnut street. Other old land marks which 
existed for a long time have all been transformed into modern buildings. There 
was the old log tavern which Solomon Gilbert built on the west end of Main 
street. This was a pretentious house, for the time, and no criticism was due 
with its sign swinging from the limb of a tree near by. Everything which would 
tend to recall that familiar house of early day is long since passed out of sight 
of the infterested. Even the tree and all its descendents have been converted into 
ashes and scattered to the four winds of the heavens. This hostelry gave place 
to the old Pennsylvania House and its rival, the McCormack House. The Penn- 
sylvania House stood on Vermilion street and the McCormack, was on west 
Main street between Walnut and Franklin streets. 

GEORGETOWN TOWNSHIP. 

Georgetown township lies in the second tier of counties from the southern 
border of Vermilion county. I t  has the Indiana state line as the eastern bor- 
der. The Vermilion river runs across its northeastern corner for about five 
~niles with a bed so deep down as to drain the surrounding country. The Little 
Vermilion makes a short turn in its southern border. This township was im- 
portant territory in the first years of the life of Vermilion County, the two 
most used roads of this part of the state running through it. The road known 
as the state road from Vincennes to Chicago ran directly through the township 
and the "Salt works road" over which the product of the salt works was hauled 
into the settlements of western Indiana, ran directly across Georgetown town- 
ship. The Cairo division of the N. Y. Central lines runs through the town fol- 
lowing and parallel to  the old state road. This road was formerly known as 
the Paris and Danville road, the John Short road, and the Danville & South- 
western R. R. 

Georgetown township was originally all timber, and it attracted early set- 
tlement. The heavy timber, the good water supply, the general lay of the 
land and its nearness to the salt works all tended to draw settlement that way. 
Later the third portion along the western border and from the center of 
prairie land, made this township one of fine farms. The first settlement was 
made by Henry Johnson, in 1820, on section 36, just two miles west of George- 
town. This was the year that James Butler made his home a t  what was after- 
wards known as Butlers Point. 

Achilles Morgan came to Vermilion County and became a settler of this 
township in 1825. This immediate neighborhood was called Morgans. Mor- 
gantown ancl Morgans Neighborhood. 

Brooks Point (now Kelleyville) was settled about this time. This town- 
ship was blessed with a large number of the Society of Friends coming into it 
and bringing their institutions. I t  was the part of the county which in the early 
times made greatest promise of rnerchantile progress. 
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The class of people who settled in Georgetown township were such as ap- 
preciated the value of schools. The Georgetown seminary was the institution 
which helped in the advancement of education more than any other school in 
this part of the state at that time. 

Georgetown village was laid out in the spring of 1826, two months after 
Danville was surveyed. The first plat contained four blocks of eight lots 
each. The only two streets were State street, running north and south and was 
a portion of the old state road, and West street which crossed it at right angles. 
The plan of the village was the idea of a hollow square such as was followed 
in the plat of Danville and some of the other early villages. There is a dif- 
ference of opinion in regard to the origin of the name of Georgetown. Some 
think it was named for George Beckwith, the brother of the man whose name 
was given to Danville; while others, with as much reason probably, assert that 
Air. Raworth gave the town, which he was laying out, the same name as that 
of his son who was a cripple. The first building in Georgetown was a doctor's 
c~fice, the next house was a blacksmith shop. 

ELWOOD TOWXSHIP. 

Con~piled by Bertham Rees. 

.is to extent, Elwood townsliip is only a shadow of what it was once, 
Ijut without its history, the history of the county or state would not be com- 
plete, for it still contains some very noted places, noted men and some of the 
best and n~ost productive farills in the county. Before the division, Elwood 
comprised all of town IT, range 11, west of the second P. M., a fraction of 
range 10 and two tiers of sections off the east side of range 12, making almost 
iyi congressional townships. The voters of the north end of the township 
111ade complaint because of having so far to go to vote so that a strip I mile 
ulitle was set off of the north side and given to Georgetown township. 

I,ater, by petition of the residents, the eastern half of the township 
(escept sections 26 and 34) was set off as a separate township and named 
I,ove township in honor of Judge I. A. Love of Danville, who was the legal 
adviser in making the change. That portion of the Harrison purchase which 
before had been a part of Elwood was retained, although from the way it 
lays it should more properly come in Love township. 

'I'hree-fourths of the land now comprising Elwood township is deep rich 
black loam soil and sufficiently rolling to make the best farms. The Little 
1-ermilion river runs across the north\vest corner cutting off about 1% sections 
and it is along this strean1 that the only waste land in the township is found. 
.\bout the only timber in the township is found in this region. It  was in this 
region that the first settlers made their homes, it being thought foolish at that 
titlle to get away from the streams and timber to make settlements, as the 
stl-earns furnished water and the timber furnished fuel. 

The mineral value of the tosvnship so far as developed is very limited. I t  
is ltnown that most of the township is underlaid with a good quality of bitu- 
minous coal but as yet there are no workings within its limits. Several at- 
tempts have been made to locate oil, but as far as can be learned no oil or gas 
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in paying quantities have been found. Some claim there is a ledge of lime- 
stone in the northwest corner, but nothing has developed along that line. It  
is safe to say that the soil is the chief asset of the township to date. 

The history of the settlement of Elwood township is closely connected with 
the history of this entire section of the country. A great number of places 
in the south part of the county were settled about the same time. The first 
settlements within the township were Vermilion Grove, Pilot Grove and Ridge- 
farm. The names given these places were given them on account of some 
natural characteristic of the country. The name Vermilion came from the 
Vermilion river which runs nearby and on account of a post office farther 
south, being named Vermilion. When the post office here was established, it 
was called Vermilion Grove, being located in a natural grove. 

Pilot Grove was so named on account of a grove located on higher ground 
than the surrounding coun~try ant1 scrvetl as a pilot for travelers through that 
section in early days. 

Ridgefarm was the llaille given by . \ ham Smith to his farin located where 
the town now stands and was so named because of the rise in the ground that 
forms a ridge extentling across the township from east to west. 

Vermilion Grove is the oldest settlement in the township and its history 
dates back to 1820 when John 3Ialsby came from Indiana and built a cabin 
just northeast of where the public school building now stands, but finding the 
country so new and wild went hack to Indiana. 

George Bocke came about the same time and took a claim but on account 
of the ponds and swamps and malaria which were abundant, he with his fam- 
ily ~noved on to Brooks Point, after having sold his claim to John Haworth 
who became the first permatlent settler in the locality. iMr. Haworth was a 
Quaker or  Friend, as they are no\v trilled, and thus was begun, amongst the 
hardships and privations of pioneer life, the foundation for the broad and sub- 
stantial influence of the Friends in Illinois. 

Mr. Haworth left Tennessee in 1818, to get away from the institution o i  
slavery and out from under its effects. H e  went to Union County, Indiana. 
and came here in ~ 8 2 1  and wintered in the house built by ;llIr. Malsby. He  was 
a cousin of James Haworth who settled soon after near Georgetown. He did 
not undertake farming his land by raising grain, but raising stock seemed more 
profitable. Mr. Haworth entered many hundred acres of land but did not hold 
it to speculate on, b t ~ t  sold it to his friends as they came into the new country. 

George Hanvorth, an uncle of John, came soon after and was instrumental 
in establishing the first meeting in the township. Thus the Friends church 
which has had so much influence on the history of the town,ship and surround- 
ing country, had its small beginning. A log church was soon built near where 
the present brick structure stands. 

Elvin Haworth, a son of John Haworth, lived all his life on the well known 
Iiaworth farm and during his life contributed much to  the church and school, 
leaving the bulk of his land to Vermilion academy by will at his death. 

Henry Canaday came from Tennessee in 1821 and built a cabin one-half 
mile west of the station, but his boys could not stand the wildness and all moved 
back to Tennessee. They soon regretted the move and tried it again in the fall, 
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determined to settle down and make the new country their home. During the 
first trip, so the account goes, they brought some hags, which, when they went 
back, were turned loose in the woods and became wild. These, together with 
other wild game, furnished good sport for any inclined to be a Nimrod for 
years afterward. John Mills was another early settler here, but went farther 
west entering the land where the Mills descendants now occupy. 

Thus many settlers came and began the foundation for a strong church, a 
splendid school and a prosperous and substantial farming con~munity. The 
hardships and privations were great, but out from this toil and suffering, 
sprung the institutions which the people of this community now enjoy, and 
Inany do not fail to ascribe the honor and tribute to those who wrought and 
fought for the splendid heritage. 

The first school in Vermilion County was taught by Reuben Black who 
came from Ohio, in the winter of 1824- j. It was in a log house one mile west 
of Vermilion Grove. John Mills sent three sons and one daughter, Joseph 
Jackson sent two children, Ezekiel Hollingsworth sent four children, Henry 
Canaday sent his son \Villian~, John Haworth sent his sons Thomas, David and 
Elvin. This made 14 scholars in all. The branches taught were spelling, read- 
ing, writing and arithmetic. The second school was taught by Elijah Yeager, 
a Methodist minister from east Tennessee, two years later, in a cabin one mile 
ilortheast of Vermilion station. The house was built of logs, 16 feet square. It  
was certainly one of the old timers of which solne of us have heard our fathers 
tell. But the old house soon becalne inadequate and the needs of the fast grow- 
ing community demanded a better building. In 1850 a frame structure was 
built, 30x52, with two recitation rooms properly furnished. This was called 
\'errnilion seminary. Jonah M. Davis was elnployed as principal and school 
opened with IIO students. The following branches were taught: Geography, 
algebra, chemistry, geometry, surveying, history, mineralogy, philosophy, read- 
ing, writing, spelling, elocution and Latin. hlr. Davis continued here for five 
years, and was certainly one of the best educators of his day. Many of the (now) 
old men who reside in this and surrounding comn~unities (late their education 
back to this old seminary. 

Vermilion academy of todaj~ is really the continuation of the old seminary. 
It was established in 1874, by the Society of Friends and has continued under 
their management to the present time. The first board of trustees chosen con- 
bisted of Willianl Rees, John Henderson, Richard Xlendenhall, John Elliott. 
Jonah M. Davis and Elvin Hawortl~. _-I two story brick building, 46x60, was 
erected at a cost of $8,ooo. The brick for the building were burned on the 
ground, thus reducing the cost to the minimum. For the maintenance of the 
school $10,000, coilsisting of 50 scholarships of $200 each were subscribed. 
'The owner could pay the interest at 7% on this scholarship each year which 
nould constitute the tuition for one scholar for one year. If he had no chil- 
dren of school age, he coultl sell the scholarship to some one who wished to at- 
tend school. 

I t  was the aim then, and still is. to offer a better opportunity for a liberal 
academic education, under purer and more christian influences than is coni- 
1llonly afforded by the public high schools. While it is under the supervision of 
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Friends church, yet it is not sectarian. The fact that Vermilion academy has 
stood and still stands for noble manhood and womanhood, is strongly attested 
by the large number of men and women scattered far and wide, who have 
graduated and gone from its influence. 

Out of 166 graduates who have gone out from the institution, 96 have at 
sometime since graduation taught in the public schools, 33 of them have gradu- 
ated at higher institutions, eight have gone to their long home and all the others 
have and are meeting the problems of life in a way that reflects credit on their 
teachers and alrna mater. 

The original town of Ridgefarm was platted for record November 10, 1853, 
by Abraham Smith, and consisted of thirteen lots beginning ten feet west of 
the west side of the state road and eight feet south of the county road. The 
same year Thomas Haworth laid out and recorded an addition west of the 
state road and north of the county road. On the 27th of February, 1856, 
Thomas Haworth laid out his second addition of seventeen lots. On the 1st 
of December, 1854, J. W. Thompson laid out his first addition, east of the state 
road and south of the county road, eight lots; and in August, 1856, his second 
addition of thirty-two lots. On April 11, 1856, Abraham Smith nlade his third 
addition of six lots. On the 25th of March, 1857, Thomas Haworth laid out 
his third and fourth addition. In November, 1872, A. E. Whinnery laid out an 
addition of two blocks near the Big Four Railroad, and soon afterwards es- 
tablished a flourishing business and for a number of years, that part of town 
was the main business center. On the 5th of April, 1873, R. H. Davis platted 
his sub-division of section 30. In April, 1872, J. H. Eanta platted his addition 
of four blocks east of the Big Four Railroad and April IS, H. C. Smith platted 
an addition east of the state road. Soon after the town was laid out by 
Abraham Smith he built a frame store room near where the armory now stands 
and conducted a general store. Nearby Samuel Weeks built a blacksmith shop. 
Thomas Haworth built a store room near where the post office now is, and 
rented it to another man who put in a stock of hardware. John Dickens built 
a tavern on the southwest corner of the square. About 1857, Weeks and Price 
put up a building on the northwest corner of the square and used it for a drug 
store. I t  is hardly worth while to say that these old buildings have long since 
been removed and imposing brick structures occupy the most prominent places, 
\vhile the last resting places of the men who built the old buildings are marked 
by simple stone slabs in Pilot Grove, Vermilion Grove and Ridgefarm ceme- 
teries. 

With the building of the railroad in 1873-74 business increased and several 
business ventures found location near the rail;.oacl. A large flouring Inill was 
built there at that time by Davis Brothers, which was considered one of the 
best mills in the country and did the mill work for a large scope of country. 
The mill was purchased by Banta & Coppock and afterward Mr. Coppock sold 
to  A. J. Darnel1 and he to A. B. Whinnery. An extensive grain business was 
built up and when it fell to younger men, W. F. Banta became the proprietor, 
and he, being very successful, retired from business in 1907, the National Elevator 
Co., of Indianapolis, having purchased the entire business of Mr. Banta. This 
included a large number of elevators at other places. There were a great num- 
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ber of other business ventures which were successful and which have been 
transferred to younger men who now conduct them in a profitable and courteous 
manner. We might mention the lumber yard which for many years was con- 
ducted by Adam Mills, who afterward became president of the First National 
Bank and served in that capacity until his death. The mercantile business con- 
ducted by A. B. Whinnery was for many years the leading business of the kind 
in south Vermilion County, but as trade is transient and buyers are always 
seeking new things to satisfy their fancy, and as Mr. Whinnery grew older, 
his trade was largely changed to his co~npetitors who employed new and up-to- 
date business methods. A. J. Darnel1 became the leading merchant but at this 
time no one could long hold a monopoly of the trade. Mr. Darnel1 did well 
however, and left a large estate. 

The hardware business was chiefly left to J. P. Tuttle who with his son still 
conducts a very extensive trade in that line. Others have come and gone but 
Tuttle stays. Many others might be mentioned but space and time forbids. 
h petition for the incorporation of the village of Ridgefarm under the 

general incorporation act, signed by Uriah Hadley and others, was filed in the 
county court on the 3d of March, 1874. The petition proposed the following 
limits to the village: The S. W. of sec. 30 and the N. W. of sec. 31, town 
17, range 11, and the S. E. >4 of 25 and the N. E. % of sec. 36, town 17, range 
12, embracing I mile square of territory; and it set forth that there were within 
said limits 350 inhabitants. The court ordered an election to be held at the 
store of J. C. Pierce on the 21st of March, 1874, to vote on the question of in- 
corporation. George H. Dice, R. H. Davis and J. H. Banta were appointed 
judges of the election. At that election fifty-one votes were cast, forty-nine for 
incorporation and two against. The proposition to incorporate having thus car- 
ried, the court ordered another election to be held on the 22d of April, to vote 
for six trustees to serve until the regular election in course of the law. At this 
election J. H. Banta, M. A. Harrold, T. C. Rees, A. J. Darnell, A. B. Whinnerp 
and Moses Lewis were duly chosen trustees. The trustees on May I ,  organized 
by electing A. J. Darnell, president, and T. C Rees, clerk They adopted a 
set of ordinances and fixed the conlpensation of officers; trustees to have $1.00 

per meeting; treasurer, ane per centtim; collector, two per centum, and assessor 
$1.50 per day. The offices of collector and assessor were afterwards dispensed 
with. At the regular election in 1875 the following were elected: President. 
M. A. Harrold; A. B. Whinnery, A. M. Mills, C. Lewis, S. Haworth and H. R. 
Craven, trustees; T. C. Rees, police magistrate; James Qninn, clerk; E. Good- 
win, constable. The village has enjoyed a constant, steady growth since its in- 
corporation. I t  has never had what is generally known as a "boom" but has 
quietly plodded along until now, residents claim a population of about 1,400 
people. Among the many large and commodious residences of the village at 
the present might be mentioned those of William F. Banta, S. H. Brown, John 
Brown, Isaac Woodyard, Mrs. Addie Guffin and many more almost imposing 
and beautiful Ridgefarm is noted for its fine homes. 

In church, professional and business lines, Ridgefarm has the following 
list: I elevator, I lumber yard. I implement firm, I light and ice plant, I crearn- 
ery, I furniture store, 4 grocery stores, 2 general stores, r dry goods and clothing 
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store, 2 hardware stores, 2 restaurants, I drug store, I millinery store, r jewelry 
store, I printing office, I paper, I garage, 2 banks, 2 blacksmith shops, 2 butcher 
shops, I candy kitchen, I harness shop, I livery barn, z railroads, I interurban, 
I grist tnill, I building and loan association, 3 barber shops, I tile mill, I high 
school, 4 churches, 5 doctors, I dentist, 2 veterinary doctors, I lawyer and 2 

telephone exchanges and no saloons. A fine Carnegie library has just been com- 
pleted and is reAdy for occupancy. This building stands where the old Meth- 
odist church stood years ago. A new school bttilding is under course of con- 
struction. This when completed will be the largest and best high school build- 
ing in eastern Illinois outside the large cities. I t  will cost over $30,000. Mr. 
Frank Pribble the contractor is a Ridgefarm boy and has been very success- 
ful in contract work. 

Pilot is only a settlement, but is the most historical place in Elwsod town- 
ship because it is in this neighborhood that the famous Harrison purchase be- 
gins. The northern point of this triangular piece of land lies just north s f  what 
is known as L-must Corner school house. Harrison negotiated with the Indians 
for a large tract, beginning at this point, the east side of which is a line running 
from this rock, on a certain day of the year. toward the TO o'clock sun, the 
western line running toward the I o'clock sun and terminating in the northern 
part of Crawford County, thence east to the Wabash. The east line terminates 
at  the Wabash river a few miles north of where it becomes the boundary of t he  
state. The part that belongs to Elwood township extends one-half n d e  belour 
the southern boundary of the township, running parallel with the ,southern 
boundary. Just why this extention into Eclgar County, has not been explained. 

Ant1 at one time there was a small grove near the center of the township 
known as Pilot Grove which in later years has been cleared and the ground is 
now farmed, there being only a few acres remaining. It  is no\r known a; the  
Fowler farm. 

There is only one village within the borders of Pilot. I t  ha\ a two-room 
school building, a church, a bank, a grain elevator, two or three stores and ;i 

dozen dwelling houses. 
There have been several postoffices in the township on what iva5 known as 

"Star" routes. These were known as Oak, Charity and Bixby. Since the atl- 
vent of the free rural deliveries these p o s t ~ c e s  have been abandoned and t he  
east end of the township is served by a rural carrier out of Collison, the north 
side from carriers out of Poto~nac ant1 Arnlstrong, the south from carriers out 
of Ogden, Fithian, Muncie and Oakwood, thus the township, practicalli~ k i n g  
inland, has a good rural route system. 

The Side11 branch of the C. & E. I., cuts across the eastern part o i  the town- 
ship and near the place known as Collison point. A village is located on the 
Thos. A!. Collison place and is known as Collison. The Villa Grove branch of 
the satne system touches the northwest corner of the township ]\-here is located 
a small store, a school house and an elevator which is known as Gerald. It  has 
no postoffice and is practically only a cross-roads place. 

The whole township is practically inlaid with drainage tile. The principal 
crops now are corn, oats, clover and grass. Grass is not as profitable as it was 
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several )ears ago when large herds of cattle were seen grazing on the pastures. 
The land is now given up to agricultural purposes and is not used for grazirg. 
Cattle grazing has become obsolete. The cattle that are now fed are purchased 
at the Chicago or other markets, shipped in, fattened and re-shipped to Chicago 
to the packing houses. 

Pilot township is known as the largest feeders of sheep in the county. Fre- 
cluently there are 25,000 head of sheep in this township. These are fed and re- 
shipped to Chicago markets. 

Most of the corn and oats of the township are shipped to other markets. ,4t 
one tinae this was all fed to cattle as Pilot township used to be one of the best 
feeding places in the country. 

Pilot has only one village, Collison, located on the C. 8i E. I. railroad in the 
eastern part of the township near what was known in early day as Collison point. 

The father of John Fletcher llzoved into this locality in 1828 and the Folgers 
soon followed, and much of the land in the locality still belongs to the direct 
descendants of those early settlers. -\ friends church was early established in 
this locality and is still kept up. Altliough the membership is small, yet the 
earnestness and zeal urith which the members carry on the work, is a subject 
for comment by outside people. 

Olivet is the name of a new religious and educational community in the 
northern part of the township. This is in the vicinity of the Old Sharon neigh- 
borhood, on the farm a t  one time owned by that pioneer Henry Canaday. Here 
within the past three years has sprung into existence a new school which prom- 
ises to be of immense proportions. As stated in the catalogue: "Out of the con- 
viction of a common need came the desire and prayer of a few of God's people in 
this state for a school which would stand definitely and always for holiness of 
heart and life. The answer of that prayer and effort is Illinois Holiness Uni- 
versity." 

The conviction was that the religious element is necessary to education; 
that religious experience and ethical culture must come in the formative stages 
of one's life; that God can have His !yay with His creature man only when his 
spiritual is in advance of his intellectual; and that the beginning and developing 
of the spiritual part must be undertaken in early life and conducted from the 
first in a sane and safe manner. wit11 the Bible as a test book. To  this end a 
slnall school was started in 1907. Later, the present site of the university 
grounds was secured and a granlmar school and academic departments were 
added in IPS, rl college department was added in 1 9 9  and a large dorn~atory 
for girls was erected at a cost of $30,000. Another large administration build- 
ing is now being erected at a total cost of $~O,OOO. Other buildings are con- 
templated. ,% corps of 12 teachers are in charge of the school. Ezra T. Frank- 
lin is presiden!. Growing up around the university is the town of Olivet. About 
16 houses with modern equipment are completed. Many others are soon to be 
finished for people coming here for school purposes. Over 400 lots are platted, 
and 50 have been sold within the past 13 months. The location is ideal and the 
place is fast taking on the appearance of a modern university community. 
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CARROLL TOWNSHIP. 

Carroll township is the one which has, more than any other, suffered from di- 
vision and restriction. Originally it was that portion of Vermilion county which 
lay south of the center of town 18 and until Jamaica township was established 
the northern boundary of Carroll remained unchanged. Now, however, not one 
boundary is the same as the original township. 

In 1826 the townships were fixed and Carroll became one of eight, instead of 
two, divisions of Vermilion County. After that Carroll lost a portion of ter- 
ritory to Georgetown township, and another portion of the east part to Elwood 
township. Yet later, the territory of Sidell township was lost from the western 
side. This was in 1867. 

This part of the county was settled quite early. The Little Vermilion river 
runs across the southern end and has numerous branches which altogether makes 
it the best portion of the county for stock raising because of the inexhaustible 
water supply. This demand of the first settlers for streams of running water 
seems odd a t  this time when it is considered a disadvantage to have such on a 
farm, and the driven well has been made so easy to obtain. The timber along 
these streams was excellent and the township was covered for about a third of 
its territory. Water and timber, the two considered necessities, were plentiful 
and good. The first settlers south of the river came from Palestine, in 1820. 
Others followed these and a little later there were settlers on the north of the 
river. Of these early settlers there were John Myers, and his brother-in-law, 
Joseph Frazier, the Starrs, Moses Bradshaw, William McDowell, Abel Williams, 
and Robert Dickson. Silas Waters, John Reed, George Barnett and John Stark 
all came later. The earliest settlers on the north arm of the Little Vermilion 
~vere John Hoag, Samuel Munnel, William Swank and Alexander McDonald. 
Dr. Thomas Madden was the first physician in this township. Abraham San- 
dusky came to this township in the early thirties and both had large families. 
His brother, who settled in Catlin township, grew to prominent citizenship in 
this section. 

Michael Weaver, the Baums, and David Fisher all were the early citizens 
of this part of Vermilion county. 

The Sidell division of the C. & E. I., runs through Carroll township. Indianola 
has been a town of many names and little things of importance attached to it. I t  
was laid out and recorded on the 6th of September, 1836, as Chillicothe. It is 
but one mile from the Little Vermilion river. David Baird and William Swank 
platted and made arrangements for one hundred and four lots. The public 
square in the center of the platted town had on its north side a street called 
North street, on its south side Main street, on its east side, Vermilion street, 
and on its west side, Walnut street. 

These were the only streets in the original plat. 
John Gilgis called for a resurvey of the town in 1865 but this did not change 

its geography. 
When Chillicothe demanded a post office it was found that there was a town 

of the same name on the Illinois river, and a change of name was necessary. 
This resulted in calling the village Dallas. This was in 1844. After the change 
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was made another postoffice in the state was called Dallas City and Mr. Cul- 
bertson, the postmaster, was so annoyed that, without knowledge or consent of 
the citizens, requested the post office department to change the name-of Dallas 
to Indianola. For a long time this name was not accepted by the people, and a 
confusion of names resulted. For many years Indianola had no railroad fa- 
cilities and when this means of transportation came it was too late to have the 
village make use of it other than a means of seeking trade in more favored lo- 
calities. The village was established in 1836 and its early growth was retarded 
by the comrnercial depression of the following year. Those early days have as- 
sociated with them the names of Mr. Atkinson, Guy hferrill, A. H. 0. Bryant, 
Llr. Eauin and Mr. McMillen. 

Carroll township has been so cut and divided as to make a history of it and 
one of other townships of the county the same. 

TIIE OLD ISDIrIN TRAIL ACROSS THE SOUTHERN PART OF VERMILION COUNTY. 

S. Harvey Black, age 83, born in Bourbon County, Kentucky, 1827, came 
with his pal-ents here and settled in Carroll township within a mile of where he 
is now standing in 1834. About 20 feet to the right of the tree where Sir. 
Black is standing is the depression of the old trail which is now in Mr. Black's 
door yard. 

Mr. Black and wife, formerly Miss Hutt, who came from Kentucky with 
her parents in 1834 and settled near her present home and to  her right a few feet 
was the old trail. Mrs. Black is 82 years old and she and her husband have been 
married sixty odd years. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Black we 'are indebted for the facts concerning the once 
famous Indian trail. Then can describe the passing of the last few small bands 
of Indians over the famous trail. 

The numbers are on the reverse sides of the pictures. 
Nos. I and 2 are the same place, the two pictures being taken at different 

angles looking up the hill. The hill where these were taken slopes toward the 
so~$heast on the north bank of the Little Vermilion river very near the center of 
Sec. 25, town 17, north range 13, west of the second P. M. In No. 2 a large rock 
is shown at foot of picture. 

No. 8 is near the south bank of the Little Vermilion river sloping north toward 
the river and is about 30 rods south of Nos. I and 2. Just in front of the auto- 
mobile the depressions are plainly visible. This place is located about 20 rods 
south of the center of Sec. 25, town 17, north range 13, west of the second P. M. 

Nos. I and 2 are went down in going south across the river and No. 8 where 
they went up the hill after crossing the river. 

Nos. 3 and 4 are the same hill. No. 3 is looking up the hill toward the south- 
west. The white spot in the center of picture is a rock. The man to the left 
hand is standing in the depression where the road wound around and up the 
hill, the man to the right in another depression and man in center on the knoll 
between the depressions of the trail. 

No. 4 is looking down the same hill toward ;he northeast, our coats lying 
in the depression. This hill slopes to the north and lies near the center of the 
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south border of the north of the X. E. of Sec. 25, town 17, north range 
13 west. 

No. 5 shows the depressions to the left of- the stack of posts and just to the 
right of large tree in the center of picture. This view is toward the northeast 
and on level ground. On the left hand lower corner and to the right of the tree 
is two plain depressions. From this place the trail led northeast to the present 
village of Indianola, 

This photo locates the trail near the center of the west line of the S. kV. of 
the S. Mr. J.j of Sec. 19, town 17, north range 12 west of the second P. M. 

IhTDIAN TRAIL. 

This "Indian Trail" after leaving Indianola woui~d in a southwesterly di- 
rection across the northwest corner of Sec. 20, through near the center of Sec. 
19, town 17, north range 12, west crossecl the river near the center of Sec. 25. 
then along the north side of Sec. 35 and continued west along the north side of 
Sec. 34 for one-half mile, then took a southwesterly course across Sec. 33 and 
intersected the Vermilion and Edgar County lines one-half mile west of the south- 
east corner of Sec. 33, town 17, north range 13, west of second P. M. After 
reaching Edgar County the trail continued on southwest three rniles to 

Major Croghan "of the British army" and his party after leaving the old 
French fort of Guatonan near the present town of LaFayette, Indiana, came 
along the above described trail through the present site of Indianola to Sec. 7 ,  
town 16, north range 13, west of second P. M., Edgar County, where they met 
the great 'Indian Chief" July 18, 1765, where a conference was held between 
Major Croghan and Chief Pontiac which resulted in the formation of a treaty 
of peace between Pontiac tribes ant1 the Ijritish or  English speaking people. 
After this treaty Pontiac accompanied Major Croghan back over this same trail 
to Ft. Guatonan, Indiana. 

The following illustratiorls of the old Indian trail fro111 Kaskaskia to Detroit 
which is yet vic;ihle in southeastern part of the county tells its own story. 

\TI\NCI: TOWNSHIP. 

Vance township is on the extreme western border of Vermilion County. I t  
has Oakwood as its northern boundary, Catlin as its eastern boundary and Side11 
as its southern boundary. The Salt Fork of the Vermilion river runs through its 
northern part nearly its whole length. This stream was skirted with timber, but 
it is all gone at this time. The township was one of the first established and it 
was with one section less than a congressional township. The state road from 
Danville to Decatur runs through Vance township keeping as nearly as possible 
one half mile from the banks of Salt Fork. The Wabash railway runs through 
the center of this township. The village of Fairmount is situated on this railroad 
about one mile from its eastern border. There is an abundance of building stones 
along this stream, and ledges of valvaree silicious crop out on the prairie near the 
center of the town from which the best known material for making roads and 
an excellent quality of lime for building purposes and dressing for wheat lands. 
This stone is so hard it will withstand the destructive elements of nature and 
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yet soft enough to be crushed under the wheels of the passing wagon or  even 

buggy. 
'The ridge or divide between the Salt Fork and Little Vermilion runs along 

the southern border of Vance township, and the prairie land all sheds toward the 
north, being freely supplied with small streams and branches which water the 
farms and afford fine drainage. The surface is neither flat nor hilly, having suf- 
ficient undulation to make it capable of tillage all seasons, with here and there 
ma l l  mounds or easily rising hills which add variegated beauty to the scene no 
less than real value to its worth. Originally about twelve square miles of its ter- 
ritory was timber land, that being about one-third of its present surface. 

This township includes the finest farm lands in this or any other state. The 
sinall farm is the rule and in most instances of these small farms they have been 
in the possession of the original owners and their descendants since they were 
first entered or bought. The earlier settlements of Vance township were made 
:ilong the state road, or, as more nearly the facts in the matter, these houses were 
built along the border of the timber and the state road followed the settlements. 
Refore the road was straightened ancl made a state road through the efforts and 
influence of Col. Vance, then in the state legislature, it wound in and out where 
clearings were niade. The raiiroad was graded through the township in 1836. 
'I'his grading \\.a< (lone thro~tgh the intluence of Dr. Fithian. H e  foresaw the im- 
possibility sf the network of international inlprovements being carried out and 
5ecnred work on the proposed railroatl througll Vermilion county while there yet 
\\as money to attain this object. Jol~n IY. Trance nras a t  the time, also, a mem- 
11cr of the ?egislatt~re, and he oppo-'e<l tlie railroad scheme from start to finish. 
r . 1 his opposition destroyed ~vhatever chancc he nlight have had for political pro- 
inotion, but hi, s e a ~ o n ~  for this stantl nra.; that the project for the railroad was 
.o much in arli-ancc of the need- of the titnes as to prove impracticable. It  is 
\\ell that he x a j  l~onored by the nanw of the townsllip. for no more noble name 
\ \a \  eves held in J-crmilion County than that of Jolln Mr. 17ance, the statesman. 
\ auce township contained a part of wllat i.: now Oaknood township at the time 
i t  was organizeti ant1 nametl for this Inan \~llose rciidencc was in that part of 
tllc tcwnship 

As soon a> the railroatl was locatetl Ells~iorth k CO. entered all tlie land 
along the line from Danville to Decatur, that had not previously been taken, 
:~nd  held it for \peculation. Owing to the revulsion in trade during the next 
!car this speculation did not result in the vast wealth anticipated. 

. The first settler in Vance township wa? Thomas Osborne who made a cabin 
in section 32, a tnile or two northnest of Fairmount, in 1S2j. H e  was not a 
iarmer but made his wealth in hunting and fishing. 31s. O s h r n e  staid only long 
c't~otigh to have the trade in fur  grow less. 31s. Ro\vell and hlr. Gazad were 
"squatters" for a time. These were ~~~~~~~ed by James Elliott, Jarnes French, and 
Samuel Beaver. These two went further west and William Davis bought their 
claims. The list of early settlers grows longer and longer, including the names of 
Tames Smith, William O'Neal, W. Feidler, W. H. Butle and Francis Daugherty. 

The latter came to this section in 1832 and it was he who gave the name to 
the village of Fairmount. This village was established and named Salina. This 
name was all right until the matter of a post office at  the place was agitated. 
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Then it was, the fact became known that there was a post office by that name 
in Illinois and the name of Fairmount was given to the village. This was not 
the first time a place in Vance township was called by that name. Some time 
previous to this the Dougherty farm was the place where the mail for the people 
of this part of the county was carried. This farm was so located on a pleasing 
rise of ground that it was called Fairmount, and this elevation was well named, 
for a fairer place could not be found. When the name of Salina was found im- 
possible, this old name was chosen and the village of Fairmount became one of 
the towns of Vermilion county. 

Fairmount began its career with the determination to have no liquor sold 
within its limits. A struggle just at first resulted in the decisive defeat of all 
opposition to this plan. 

There was a drain tile factory located in Fairmount in 1880, and operated 
for  twenty years. This was patronized by the farmers of Vermilion county and 
large quantities of it shipped south. The location of this plant in Fairmount 
saved the farmers of the county thousands of, clollars in popularizing draining 
which added to the value of the land in increased productiveness. When the 
large Fairmount dredge ditch is completed which is now being dug, Vance town- 
ship will have all the land reclaimed. Large portions of Vance township are LIII- 

derlaid with a good strata of coal which is being worked at Bennett station two 
iniles northeast of Fairmount. Another and a valuable industry of Vance town- 
ship is the Fairmount quarries located two miles south of the village. These 
quarries produce an almost chemically pure limestone which is used in the manu- 
facture of steel also cement in large quantities is being produced from this stone. 
This stone field is of several miles in extent. Of this several hundred acres have 
been proven and purchased. The company which are operating these quarries 
now (1910) take four thousand tons out daily of this material and have four 
hundred seventy-five to five hundred employees on the yay roll. 

Vance township is one of the smallest of Vermilion County but has no less 
than sixteen miles of hard roads and in the near future will have all wagon roads 
as fine as any city pavement. 

Fairmount is the only village in the township and has a thousand inhabitants. 
It has a graded high school employing six teachers. I t  has four churches, two 
elevators, several good stores, lumber yard and the ever indispensable blackstllitll 
shop. Fairmount is one of the best lighted villages in the country; residences 
and streets lighted with Presto light or acetelyne gas. 

MIDDLE FORK TOWNSHIP. 

The township called Middle Fork, lies in that part of Verlnilion County where 
the three main branches of the Vermillion river unite and form that stream. 
Middle Fork township is bounded on the north by Butler, east by Ross, south by 
Blount and Pilot, and west by the county line. At the time of organization 
this township included not only all of Butler township but all of that part 
of Ford, running up to the Kankakee river, and was more than 60 miles long. 
That was in 1851. There was not an inhabitant north of what is now known as 
Blue Grass Grove, where a few families had collected around Horse Creek. 
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These people refused to recognize the authority vested in Danville some 75 miles 
to the south. When Richard Courtney was elected assessor, in 1852, he deter- 
nlined to enforce the law, and went into this neighborhood to assess the property. 
He was met with defiance on the part of the people which went to the extent of 
the women attacking him with brooms and other feminine articles of warfare. 
A determination to do his duty under the law, however, made him stand firm 
and after securing the help of a lawyer, who lived there, to make the assessment. 
Middle Fork township contained, originally, about twelve sections of timber 
land, which was more in the form of pretty well defined groves, with little of 
undergrowth, and hazel brush patches which later grew into timber land, than 
of what is generally called timber. This tiinber is about all gone at this time, 
however. The main branch of the Middle Fork passes nearly through the town- 
ship until its junction with Bean creek, when it turns southwest and passes into 
Pilot township. Along the Middle Fork, after leaving the main body of timber 
on the south, were Collisons Point, Colwell timber, Partlows timber, Douglas 
Moore timber, and Buck Grove. The Blue Grass branch, which comes from the 
north, joining the main branch near Marysville. had Bob Courtney's grove and 
Blue Grass Grove on it. Merritt's Point was on Bean creek as were other early 
homes of the early settlers who were eager to take ad,vantage of the combined 
shade ancl shelter and good water for their cattle. Of all the territory of the 
northern part of Vermilion County, none offered a better opportunity for com- 
fortable homes than did Middle Fork township. Many of the early settlers made 
their homes along the creek bottoms seeking at once protection from the imagined 
terrors of the prairie, and the convenient water. Without exception such fami- 
lies were subject to sickness, severe and fatal. This fear of the prairies seems 
hardly to be credited now, yet to the early settler they were of but one use, there 
was no doubt that the prairies of Illinois would never have other use than to 
pasture great herds of cattle wl~ich would roan1 over them, as the herds do over 
the vast pampas of South America. The streams through the pieces of timber 
Ivere pec~~liar in one respect. When the first settlers came these streams seemed 
to have worn no channels for the water courses. Every ,little rain spread them 
out into great ponds. Whether it was owing to the peculiar nature of the soil. 
or whatever inay have been the cause, or causes, they did not wear deep chan- 
nels. Wherever there was an obstruction as a fallen tree, the water poured over 
and n~ade a deep pond or  hole, which remained deep the year around. In these 
deep places large fish were caught and many and startling are the fish stories, 
even pet, told of the fish caught in 3Iiddle Fork township. 

One of the singular things about the grass found on the prairie when the first 
settlers came, was the fact that it was without seed or  any means of propagation. 
When it was once killed by any means, or circumscribed in any way, it could not 
by any process spread. I t  was impossible to spread it. I t  was the more strange 
because Nature has never given another case of the actual absence of the quality 
of propagation. When this native grass was destroyed. Nature furnished 
another covering. Several tho~~sand acres of Kentucky blue grass which lay 
around and through the Blue Grass Grove jn Middle Fork township, was found 
by the earliest settlers and seemed unaccountable. Many accounted for its pres- 
ence by thinking the Indians had brought the seed. This belief was cherished 
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until after the nature of grasses was more generally known. Blue grass is as 
much a native product as  is the prairie grass. The Pottawatoinie and Kickapoo 
Indians had this grove as a habitat. They had cultivated in their own way, a 
small patch of corn which had destroyed the prairie grass and blue grass ran "in" 
as is said. The actual spot where the corn was planted was but a small portion of 
the space where the native grass was destroyed, for the entire place where the 
Indians livecl and kept their horses, made the sanle conditions for the spread of 
the other native grass supplied by Nature, and the vast space was covered with 
blue grass. This is the simple cause for the presence of the vast blue grass pas- 
ture found in Middle Fork township. The first settlers found corn growing here 
so recently had it been the home of another race. No plow was known to Indian 
farming. The corn was planted in hills a little closer than it is now, and was hoed 
by the women and hilled up very much in the way potatoes are cultivated in small 
gardens. The following year the corn was planted in hills between those the first 
rear and the soil which had been hoed up around the the last year's planting was 
hilled around the new. The only variety of corn they planted was the spotted 
ears. red and white. When the corn was harvested it was put into a cave dug in 
the dry knolls. Here it was buried until it was wanted. 

'The first settlement was n ~ a d e  in Middle Forli in 1828 by Mr. Partlow, and 
his grown falllily from Kentucky. l~icl iael  Cook, William Bridges, Mr. Gray. 
;cnd John Smith (plain) were among the earliest settlers of this section. This 
particular John Snlith was a singular inan and always signed his name in this 
manner. 'L'herc was a Jolln Smith in the county who always signed his name 
John Smith (Eng.) ant1 this other nian of the same name made his signature in 
this way. After Gurdon Hubbard went to Chicago there was a strong drawing 
o f  Vermilion County people towartl the nortll of that direction. and many of the 
citizens of TvIiddlc Fork township went to  Milwarrkee ancl Galena. Few of these 
bettered themselves, however. Charles Bennett settled a t  Collisons Point in 1828. 

The first school taught it1 the township was by Rev. Ryman, being in a hottse 
four miles \vest of  Myersville, about 1842. In  1835 a county road was estab- 
lished through liossville ant1 LYue Grass from the state line, west. A few years 
after, this was l i~~oivn as the Xttica road. 'Thomas Owens hought a farm ant1 
iuoved a house on section 16, and commenced keeping a tavern. A store anti 
postoffice soc)i~ followed, and a blacksmitl~ shop was started. Blue Grass, as the 
little burg wa.; called, was a busy ancl promising place until the era of railroads, 
where neigliboring villages secured the new means of transportation and out- 
stripped it in the race for c-listinction. 

The postoffice at Eltie Grass was establisl~etl in r843 and John Carter aJ>- 
pointed postmaster, This was the only postoffice in the northwestern part of the 
county and it was no uncornmon thing to see a hunclred people standing there 
when the mail canle in. In 1850, John Carter and George Small laid out and 
platted a town which consisted of two blocks, one on each side of the county 
road. The Ida F a ~ e t t e  Oil Mill Co. built a flax warehouse there and for some 
years Mr. Hartwell run that and did a thriving business. Hartwell, Scott & Mc- 
Daniels, Groves & Butler, Henderson Sr Lee, and Davis & Hall, successively, sold 
goods in Rlue Grass. During and after the close of the civil war  trade was 
good, these firtns selling as much as $25,000 per year. 
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The Havana, Rantoul Lk Eastern R. R. (narrow gauge) runs through the 
township from east to west, a mile south of its center. Mr. Gifiord, the president 
of the company, lived in Rantoul. H e  went to Elue Grass in 1874 and asked 
for a stock subscription of $2,000 per mile. The citizens had heard a lot of rail- 
road talk before and had not much confidence in this, but stlbscribed some $16,- 
ooo. The road was con~pleted to Alvan by Christmas, 1876, and from Alvan to 

w ~ e b a n o n  in 1878, and fro111 Kantoul, west to LeRoy in 1879. Marysville was 
built upon the prairie, but at the time of its being built, was pretty nearly sur- 
rounded with timber. John Smith (plain) was the first man here, but Isaac 
kleneley, R'lr. Morehead and Robert Marshall, who were living on the other side 
of the creek, soon came to help him make a town here. When the village was a 
certainty, and a name was sought, it was found that both h4r. Smith and Mr. 
Meneley had wives whose given names were Mary, and it was decided to call the 
new village for  these two women and il1arysville was the name it has ever since 
borne. When it became a postoffice this name had to be changed to Potomac. 
At  the February term of the county court, in 1876, a petition was presented by 
Rigden Potter and thirty-seven others, asking for the organization of Marysville 
under the act for the incorporation of villages, with the following bounds : com- 
mencing at the southeast corner of section 3, town 21, range 13; thence north to 
the northeast corner of the section; thence west to the northwest corner of the 
east one-half corner of the northeast one-fourth of said section; thence south to 
the north of the right of way of the railroad; thence west along said right of 
way, 40 rods ; thence south 40 rods to the center of hilain street ; thence east along 
the center of Main street, 27 rods; thence south to south line of said section; 
thence east to place of beinging. The petition set forth that there were within 
said proposed bounds 323 inhabitants. An election was called for April 2, when 
fifty-seven votes were cast, forty-six of them being for incorporation. 

Marysville has lately been lost in the name of Potonlac, and the artesian wells 
of the section has made it famous. 

Armstrong is another of the villages of Middlefork township. I t  is located on 
the H. R. & E. R. R., four miles west of Marysville. I t  was platted in 1877 on 
land belonging to Thomas and Henry Armstrong. 

PILOT TOWNSHIP. 

No section of the country in this part of Illinois presents a more attractive 
view than that occupied by Pilot township. Pilot is one of thc original town- 
ships reported by the committee appointed to divide the county into townships. 
in December, 1850. I t  has the name then given. The committee's report, sub- 
mitted on the 27th of February, 1551. bounded the township as follows : Begin- 
ning at the southeast corner of section 34, in town 20, range 12. go north to the 
east corner of section 3 in said town; thence to the southeast corner of section 
33, town 21, range 12; thence north to the northeast corner of section 21 in said 

1 town 21 ; thence west on the section line to the north~vest corner of section 22, in 
i 
I town 21, range 14; thence south on the county line to the southwest corner of sec- 
I 

I tion 34, town 20, range 14; thence east on the south line of town 20. to the place 

C of beginning. Since that time the township has undergone some changes in botrnd- 
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ary, the principal one being the two-mile slice from the south side upon the forma- 
tion of Oakwood township in 1868. At present it is bounded as follows: Begin- 
ning at the southeast corner of section 20, town 20, range 12, go north one-half 
mile ; thence west one-fourth mile ; thence north one and one-half miles ; thence 
west to the northwest corner of section 17 in said town; thence north two miles; 
thence west to the southeast corner of section 35, town 21, range 13 ; thence north 
two miles ; thence west one-half mile; thence north one mile; thence west to the 
county line; thence south on the county line to the southwest corner of section 22, 
town 20, range 14; thence east to the point of starting. From these boundary 
lines it will be seen that Pilot now contains sixty-five and one-eighth square miles ; 
that it is ten miles from east to west in its longest portion; that it is seven miles 
wide, and that it lies mostly in ranges 13 and 14, only a small portion being in 
range 12. Pilot is bounded on the north by Middle Fork township, on the east by 
Elount, on the south by Oakwood, and on the west by Champaign County. It 
occupies the middle of the western side of Vermilion County. 

The surface of this township is undulating, or gently rolling, in the central 
part. In the south and southwest portions the tendency is to flatten out and be- 
come too level. Along the eastern edge we have the brakes of the Middle Fork. 
There is a high portion of the township which is known as California Ridge. It 
is the water-shed between the waters of the Salt and Middle Forks. It is excep- 
tionally high ground for this country, and has on it some of the most desirable 
farms in the state of Illinois. Nearly all of the land is prairie. There is some 
timber on the eastern side along the &fiddle Fork, though not rnucl~ of the Middle 
Fork timber extends into Pilot townshp, and there is a small grove near the 
center of the township known as Pilot Grove. This point of timber, away out in 
the prairie, away from any stream, and on the highest portions of land in the 
country, very naturally attracted the attention of early settlers. I t  was called 
Pilot on account of its peculiar situation, this rendering it a kincl of guide-a 
kind of beacon-light to the explorers of the prairie. The township derived its 
name from this grove. There are no streams in Pilot of importance, with the ex- 
ception of Middle Fork, which skirts the edge on the east, now in and now with- 
out the limits of the township. The head waters of Stony Creek take their rise 
in the western part, and there is a small stream flowing into Middle Fork from 
the northeastern part. called Knight's Branch. But water i q  furnished by 
good wells in a sufficient quantity for man and beast. and is elevated to the sur- 
face by the power of the wind, which in this country has free scope, and is almost 
constantly blowing. 

There is no village within the borders of Pilot. I t  has one postoffice and store, 
but a village has not been laid out. It is entirely devoted to agriculttlral interests, 
and these are well represented. The soil is black, deep and fertile. In some 
places it is necessary to drain in order to secure good results, but there is a greater 
portion of this township that will yield good crops without drainage than of any 
other, perhaps, in the county. Corn, wheat, oats, flax and grass are the principal 
products. Cattle and hogs are grown in vast numbers. There is more than the 
usual amount of grazing and cattle-growing. Sheep are kept quite extensively by 
a few, and they report the business successful. It is said to be the best paying 
business that can be followed in this country. Very little of the vast acres of corn 
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are shipped. I t  is generally bougl~t up by cattle-feeders in the neighborhood. A 
good thing in Pilot is the herd law. People fence in their stock instead of their 
grain. This they found easier and less expensive. Vast areas of corn and other 
grain may be seen growing by the roadside, with nothing in the shape of a fence 
anywhere in sight. Pilot, like some other portions of West Vermilion, suffers 
socially from a number of large land-owners. When this country began to settle 
up, men who realized the importance of the movement strove to get possession of 
large areas, that they might have the advantage of the rise in value. The prairies 
of Pilot offered as attractive farms as any in the country, and accordingly we find 
here a number of farms, each of which includes vast areas. These would not have 
been as detrimental to the best interests of the community, had the owners been 
able, in every case, to improve them and keep them up with the progress of the 
times. i 

The points for early settlement were two-the timber of Middle Fork and 
l'ilot Grove. Accordingly, we find settlements made at the places at quite an 
early date. The first white settler within the limits of this township is not now 
positively known. So many conflicting stories reach the ear that one cannot posi- 
tively affirm that such were actually the first persons within certain limits. I t  is 
probable that Janles McGee was the first inan in here. He came, as near as can 
now be ascertained, in 1824 or 1825. The McGees (for there were a number of 
them afterward) reillained in the neighborhood for a long time, but finally moved 
away. Mr. Griffith, we are told by some, came before this man. Griffith was in 
what is now Oakwood township, but just on the edge, and in the same neighbor- 
hootl. In 1827 Morgan Rees and the Juvinalls came into the township and set- 
tled on the RIidclle Fork, above where the others had stopped. Morgan Rees is 
still living in Blount township, but on the west side of the creek, near where he 
settled fifty-two years ago. He has been inost of his time right here, and is, per- 
haps. better acquainted with the history of this part of the county than any other 
Inan living. The Juvinalls were well known in thib community, all through the 
years of pioneer life. The old man, father of a number of boys, came with his 
family at the early date before mentioned. His first name was John, and his sons 
\\ere Andrew, Davit1 James, ant1 John Juvinall. Jr. David and Andrew were 
married when they came. The children of Andrew still live in the neighboor- 
hood. Cut the Juvinalls came fro111 Ohio. The Morrison family came in a little 
farther up, about the same time. hforrisons were important elements in the 
neighborhood, but they finally went away. William Trimmell came about the 
year 1828. He settled in the same neighborhood. There are still a few of the 
name found in various parts of the county. 

ROSS TOWNSHIP. 

Ross township is one of the largest and wealthiest in the countj-. In the origi- 
nal division of the county Ross township embraced all of the northeast part of 
the county, more than five congressional towns in all. In 1862 it was divided by 
a line through the center of it. The Korth Fork of the Vermillion river ntns 
nearly through its center, from north to south. cutting the northern line a little 
west of its center. running in a southeasterly direction and leaving it a little east 
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of the middle of its southern border, with an eastern branch whicb is joined to 
another branch called the Jordon, running- from its eastern borders. Bean creek 
runs through the northwestern portion of the township, in a westerly direction. 
Numerous small streams and rivulets, fed by living springs, feed these springs, 
making Ross one of the best watered sections in the county. Along these streams 
a belt of timber grew, but it has largely been cut off. 

The old "Hubbard Trace" ran through Ross township, and later became 
known as the state road. I t  was along this road that the first settlements were 
made. Ross has always been a farming section. The early settlers were the 
Gundys, Gilberts, Greens, Davisons, Chenoweths, Manns and Chaunceys. 

The first Inan to  enter land north of Bicknells Point was Joseph Lockhart, 
a b u t  1844. Only one inan lived between Bicknells Point and the "old red 
pump" near Milford at that time. Joseph Lockhart came from Harrison County, 
Kentucky, in 1828, with James Xewell. 

Ross township took its name fro111 Jacob T. Ross who owned a tract of land 
in section g from which the timbers for the old mill that was built by Clausson 
on section 5, about 1535, were cut and hewn. H e  seems to have had an interest 
in the mill, for he furnished the timbers and afterward becanze the owner. For 
a long time it was known as Ross mill and there the early elections and town 
meetings were held, and very naturally gave name to  the town, although there 
was an effort to call it North Fork. The Davison family, and their relatives, the 
Gundys, were the first white people to find a home in Ross township, it is sup- 
posed, although Mr. Horr and Mr. 1,iggett may have been here a few months 
earlier. 

All settlers hugged the timber line far  the protection from the prairie. Wild 
game was plenty. Prairie chickens were shot froin the roofs of the houses. Wilcl 
geese would be in abundance on the prairie ill the spring and the fall. Deer 
were so plenty as to be taken as  a matter of course and sheep could hardly be 
protected from the wolves. Farnlers ~ n a d e  the trip to Chicago to market their 
hogs and it took them about a week. Hogs would run in the timber until corn 
harvesting time ancl then be collected and fed until they were in light marching 
order (fat enough that they would not actually run away from the herd) when 
they were started toward Chicago. It  wol~ltl not do to  have had the hogs as fat 
as  they are now, they could never have inade the trip. I n e n  the hogs werc 
collected, after 1-unni11g in the timber, they were so wild they would not eat and 
every possible way was tried to make them. Corn was put into the pen when the 
swine were not there so  that the stubborn fellows would not know they were ex- 
pected to eat. I t  sometimes became necessary to start the dogs after them to get 
them out of the timber, and fetch them in one at a t  time. 

When the division of Ross and Grant township was made the village of Ross- 
ville was on the dividing line between the two townships. This village was at the 
point where the state road from Danville to  Chicago crossecl the state road run- 
ning from Attica, Indiana, to  Bloomington, Illinois. The corporate limits of 
Rossville include what at one time was known as Liggett's Grove on the south 
and Bicknell's Point on the north. I t  is eighteen miles from Danville and six 
from Hoo~eston.  The North Fork runs a b u t  one mile west of it. The land 
upon which it is built is beautifully rolling, giving natural advantages of Iancl- 
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scape, which have made the village unusually attractive. John Liggett gave his 
name to the locality but his early death made it possible for Alvan Gilbert to  
become the man to whom the credit of developing the section was given. This 
point was of unlimited promise until the LaFayette, Bloomington & Mumcie R. 
R. was built through the northern tier of townships, instead o i  following as 
seemed likely, the old traveled road. For a while this village was called Bick- 
nell's Point and later it was known far and near as Henpeck. How it ever re- 
ceived this name is not known. Samuel Frazier of Danville, set up the first store 
in "Henpeck" in 1856 and continued to sell goods for four years. Others located 
there but it was not until the spring of 1862 that the man who \\;as to develop the 
village of Rossville, hfr. Alvan Gilbert, arrived. Together with 147. J. Henderson 
this man made the village. Alvan (the successor of Gilbert) and Henning are 
villages within the litnits of Ross township, built on the H. R. 8i E. R. R. which 
have had a history differing little if any from that of hundrecls of villages in Illi- 
nois. Alvan is the natural outgrowth of the village of Gilbert. In 1872. a station 
was established on the Chicago and Danville road a mile south of \\-here Alvan is 
now located, and called Gilbert, in honor of Mr. Gilbert. X postoffice was estab- 
lished but it did not bear the name of the station. The village remained known by 
the name of Gilbert until the railroad passed through and a station was located 
one mile to the north, and the settlement was transferi-eetl to that location. A 
hard feeling naurally followed to reconcile \vhich the station was named for the 
same lilan by giving the given name of Mr. Gilbert thereto. Now. Mr. Gilbert 
always persisted in the spelling of his given name with an "a" instead of an "i" 
and so it is there is a difference of opinion to this day between the people who live 
in the village and the P. 0. depart~nent as to how letters should be addressed to 
those living in this postoffice. That a natural independence of thought has been 
developed by this controversy is without doubt, yet that this very independence 
might be carried too far there is yet some fear, since there is but one way 
of spelling the word. 

NEWE1,I. TOWNSHIP. 

Newell township early attracted settlers. These came mostly iron1 Kentucky 
and Ohio. The 1,eNeves were the first to come to this section. Later a colony 
came from the same county in Kentucky. This township gave generously to the 
Blackhawk war. Two of these conln~arlded companies. They were George 
Ware and Alexander Bailey. Bailey's company was the largest in Col. Rloore's 
regiment. Of the others who volunteered there were Chas. S. Young, Asa and 
-Alpha Duncan, James Cunningham, iiinbrose P. Andrews, Bushro Oliver, Obi- 
tliah LeNeve, John Idexeve, Willianl Current, William G. Blair. Soarn Jennings. 
John Deck, Sainuel Swinford, Jacob Eckler, Jeremiah Delay, and John Watson. 

The Mormons went into Newell to~7nship in 1831 but the year after the 
church was established and missionary work. They had sonle converts. Den- 
mark was one of the earliest established villages in Vermilion County. Seymour 
Treat went froin the Salt works in perhaps 1825 or 1826, and built a mill at this 
place. A thriving village grew up about it and so promising was it that Dentnark 
wa5 a dangerous rival for the county seat. The promise of a prosperous city 
was made of little worth all because of the liquor sold. Mr. Harbaugh, who is 
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yet living at the age of one hundred and six, gives a word picture of Denmark in 
1836 which shows the natural overthrow of its hopes. The village was peopled 
with a lot of rough characters, whose only amusement was to fight and drink 
more whiskey. Brawls and street fights were daily occurrences. Religious 
services were almost completely unknown. Now the only remains of the once 
flourishing village is one house. A bridge spans the river at the old ford, the farm 
houses are of modern build and a sense of peace and prosperity makes possible 
the hospitality of the old time inn. The loneliness of the streets of Myersville is 
almost a place of the past as is Denmark. True the old mill is yet standing but 
silent and forsaken it calls the passerby in most pathetic tones of silence. There 
are one or two of the old buildings left, among them being one which suggests 
the hospitality of the old time inn. The lonliness of the streets of Myersville is 
inexpressible. The very atmosphere is filled with memories and suggestions of 
the life which was there in the thirties, the forties and the following generations 
for perhaps another decade or  more. But all have either moved away or died 
and been buried in the cemetery. This cemetery is unusually well kept and it 
seems as though there is the place to look for the names of those who made 
fi4yersville the flourishing village of the past. The Gundys, the Davisons, the 
Henkles, the Wiles, the Kerrs, the Woods, the Andrews, the Carters, and the 
Barges, all live about Myersville and must all be lying in the Fundy cemetery. As 
the village was going'down people were moving away, and only those who didn't 
have money enough to get work away, were left, there was much poverty; then 
it was that record is made of Mr. "Andy" Gundy who was the most generous of 
men. H e  cared for these people as though he felt an obligation to do so. Want 
was unknown, for but a word would make him relieve any distress, and the people 
grew to expect and look upon this as a natural right. 

The branclt of the C. & E. I. R. R. was surveyed and built in 1872. 'This 
branch intersects the main line at what is now known as Bismarck. Chas. S. 
Young and Dr. John B. Holloway each gave twenty acres of land for a town 
site. John Myers addetl ten acres, reserving the alternate lots and selling the 
other to the railroad. The village was laid out in the fall of 1872. The first 
building put up was by Robert Ken-. In this building he had a store and was 
succeeded by John Leonard and Asa Bushnell. The latter bought out the former 
and enter into partnership with Francis Gundy, 

Kewell township is bounded on the north by Ross, on the east by Indiana, on 
the south by Danville township. and on the west by Elount township. I t  em- 
braces all of township 20, range 2, except a strip on the west side three-fourths of 
a mile wide, but includes about and equal quantity of range 10 on the east. I t  
further con~prises all the sections from 19 to 30 inclusive, in township 21, range 2, 
except the west half of sections 30 and 3r, which belong to Blount. making an 
irregular west boundary with four mediate right angles. I t  covers an area of 
about fifty-three sections ancl is about eight and a half miles from north to south 
and six miles from east to west. Great quantities of black walnut timber was to 
be fount1 in this section ancl was a source of great wealth. Stony and Lick creeks 
are the principle streams. The North Fork of the Vermilion river winds back 
and forth along the western border, crossing it half a dozen or  more times. 
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When the county was divided into townships the name of Riceland was given 
to Kewell btlc was changed to the present name because there was another town of 
that  name in the state. At  this time Newel1 township had a third more territory 
which was lost when, in 1856, Blount township was organized. When the Toledo 
S: Wabash railroad was built its western terminus was the point in Newel1 
township now known as State Line City and Illina. The Great Western was 
built by another company and had a continuation of the same route to the south- 
west and the two roads formed a junction here. No  wonder the village began to 
grow. State Line City was laid out in the spring of 1857 by Robert Casement 
ancl at  the suggestion of A. P. Andrews was given its name. S o t  long afterward 
that part on the Illinois side was laic1 out by Parker Dresser and Edwin l lar t in 
and called Illina being a word fornied from the first two syllables of Illinois and 
the last syllable of Indiana. The railroad company put up two engine houses 
and a passenger station \vith a large eating house attached. Passengers changed 
cars and all freight was trans-shipped here. A large region, including the towns 
of Covington, Perrysville, Eugene, Rossville, RIyersville and lIarysville shipped 
antl received freight at  this point. About forty railroad hands were employed. 
Soine time during the season John Briar and A. P., Andrews, under the firm name 
of Briar & Andrews, built a general merchandise establishment. These early 
years of State Line City and Illina record the names of Perrin Kent and his son, 
\\'illiam, Col. E. F. Lucas, Harvey Barklep, Dr. Porter, Robert Craig, and John 
L.utllo~v, Prof. Elbridge Marshall established a manual training school by soliciting 
subscriptions and issuing stock certificates entitling the holder to tuition for the 
aillount subscribed. H e  bought ten acres of land antl put up a two story build- 
ing, 40 by 42 feet, in dimensions at a cost of $4,000. This institution was named 
Evens Union College. Prof. Marshall was a good instructor, and he managed 
the sc11001 well and until he severed his connection with it there was no com- 
plaint to be made concerning it. In  1864 he was succeeded by Prof. Asa D. 
Good~vin as principal all through the influence of John H. Braiden. These 
changes became the fruitful source of sectarian dissenqion and the prosperity of 
the school rapidly decreased. TIVO or three years afterward the trustees of Kent 
township bought the house for $2.700. I t  was later used for a public school 

In June, 1865, the railroad house and passenger house nere burned antl the 
t\vo roads having been consolidated, the engine house was moved to Danville. 
The  toivn suffered for this and perhaps yet more fro111 the building of other 
railroads, n-hicli cttt off territory tributary to it. ancl its decline \vas rapid ancl 
steady. .\ postoffice was once established at Walnut corners. ~vhich is thought to 
have been the first in Newel1 township. Ambrose P. Andrews was the first post- 
master. Another postoffice was established at  Myers hTill probably about 1854. 
Yet another, called Kentucky. was first located opposite Pleasant liiem Church. 
and was kept by Mordecai Wells. a blind man who had a little store at that place. 
H e  held it but a short time when Squire Phillip Leonard became the post- 
m a ~ t e r .  and kept the office for above twenty years. 

Blount township was a part of both Pilot and Newell townships when the 
couitty was first divided by township organization. The two streams, North Fork 
and Middle Fork formed barriers t o  interchange of neighborly duties and the 
transaction of business and in 1856 the supervisors determined upon a further 
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division. This name given to the new township was Fremont, because of adn~jr-  
ation of the dashing general by that name, but did not prove acceptable to  all and 
some one remembered the kind old man by name of Blo~tnt who lived in this sec- 
tion when the county was young and his name satisfied everyone. The lines wh,iclz 
form the eastern and western borders of Blount township are quite irregular but 
follow as nearly as possible within hailing distance of a creek. I t  contains terri- 
tory a little more than a congressional township and a half. The surface of the 
township is higher in the middle and north where the prairie lies and was covered 
in the southern half and along its eastern and western boundaries with a stalwart 
growth of forest trees of oak, walnut, maples and here and there a beech tree. 
These trees are almost all destroyed. There has been a wicked destruction of the 
forest trees in Vermilion county during the past thirty years. There is a .famous 
spring in Blount township where there has been an effort to  establish a health re- 
sort under the name of Henrietta Springs. It was at  this spring that the Indians 
spent much of their time when the white men came to  this section. Samuel Cope- 
land was the first settler of Illount township. The first sc11oolhouse in the town- 
ship was the old log school a mile east of Mr. Copeland's house. John Skinner was 
the first teacher. The first preaching in the township was by the Rev. McKain at 
the home of John Johns. The Fairchild family came to Blount township in 1828. 
I t  was in 1834 or 1835 that Mr. Blount sold out and went to Wisconsin, attracted 
by the lead mines. There were a number oE people who went at  the some time. 
Htlnting was the principle business of  that time. Sickness was the rule and ague. 
milk sickness and fevers of all kinds kept the people broken in spirit, and sappetl 
their strength, and energy. 

lligginsville or Vermilion Rapids as it was called in the plat taken to  the 
eastern capitalists in 1836, as yet exists but entirely sl~orn of its glory. No  one 
could gtress the beautiful city as represented to the would-be-purchaser of lots 
at  this head of navigation of the Vern~ilion river, was the poor and almost de- 
serted hamlet now standing on the Middle Fork in Blount township. Salem 
was another prospective city which never was much more than on paper. Mr. 
Oxley laid out the village and there was a store and a tannery as well as a doctor 
at this little village as early as 1837. This township has plenty of coal to gather 
but better facilities to raise it must be secured, before the attempt to market it 
will be made. 

CATLIN TOWNSHIP. 

Catlin township contains historic ground. I t  was near within the limits of this 
township that the first settlement was made at  the salt springs in 1819, and but a 
short distance from there and within the township Butler's Point was settled. This 
township is bounded on the north by Oakwood and Danville townships, on the east 
by Danville and Georgetown townships, west by Vance, by Georgetown and Car- 
roll townships. This township was named Catlin because of that name having 
been given to the village on the Wabash railroad. Until the time of the coming 
of the railroad the village which lay to the west, a short distance was called But- 
ler's Point. but when a station was made, where the town is now located. trade 
and residences drifted to the better facilities. and Butler's Point was lost in Cat- 
lin. This village was named Catlin on account of that being the name of one of 
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officers the Wabash railroad. Catlin to~vnship contains teritory, all told, 
which is more than a full Congressional township and a quarter. The Salt Fork 
of the Vermilion river runs along the northenl lmrder of this township, and orig- 
inally had a belt of fine timber along its bank of a mile to  a mile and a half in 
ividth. The points made by these elbows of timber extending out in the prairie, 
\\-ere great attraction to the early settlers who were afraid to venture out on the 
open plain. The chief of these points was the one upon which James Butler set- 
tlccl and was known as I>utler'+ Point All evidence of a settlement at Butler's 
Point has disappeared ant1 so alyo has the timber which skirted the banks of the 
old Salt Fork. 

CatPin to~vnhhil) was laid off irom Carroll, \ ance, Danville and Georgetown 
townsliip> in 1858. Thi.; lvas after the Wabash railroad hacl been built for some 
tinw anti the station of Catlin locatecl and built. ,llong the southern line of Cat- 
lin townsliil) there i h  a ridge ~1~llic11 separates the drainage of the Salt Fork and 
the B,ittlc Vertnilion rivers. Tliis elevation makes the water shed of the town- 
-11tp towar(2 the Salt I~ork ,  all esccpti~lg a srnall portion in the extreme southern 
part. The \Vabash railroad, going through the township, turned the attention of  
casters1 ca1)italists in this direction. and settlers were forced to go further south 
to get ctical, land. .As early a. 1850 all the land north of the railroad had been 
l~rought into cultivation antl 1,~- 1858, all the lantl southwest of the station was 
t,&-cn anti made into farms. 

The locatioll of Butler's Z'oint was directly west of Catlin. ,4sa Elliott was 
the first justice of the peace in Catlin townshi11 and in Vermilion county as well. 
t I@ creme to I:utlerls l'oint in 1822. Sir. IVooclin was a cooper and the nearest to a 
Iiotel was tlie boarding llouse he kept where the price per week for board was 
St.50. H i r a ~ n  Ticknor is supposecl to have been the first school teacher. Rev. 
Iiirigshury caine to this region to PI-each to the Indians and sometimes would hold 
117ceting:: at  the salt worl<i. The first Sunclay school in the county was established 
;it the horrlc of Mr. .\sa Elliott, probably about 1836. The deposit of coal through- 

thrs cnunty has developed the industrv of coal inining. The first shaft sunk 
was by R4 r.  I Iintls, in 1862. John I;aul(ls put tlowll a shaft in 1863 and one hun- 
tlreti anti iot-ty-seven feet belo~v the wrface he reachetl a six foot vein, which wab 
at that tirns: considered a gl-eat evcnt and was celebrated by a grand banquet. This 
\ \as  13 Jtit~t ' ,  1861 Capt. M;. R. Titn~nons \\-as called upon to preside and G. W. - 7 .  

I ilton sang a song the ver\c o f  \i-hich he compo.sed. This mine, which was 
\ \  orket! for a ~vhile, ancl was a pride to Catlin, would seen1 crude enough at thib 
t i t l ? ~ '  it; cotlq)arison with the nloderr~ coal inines of \Ter~milion County. 

I t  way i l l  ~856 that AIr. Guy llct-rill and Josiah Hunt laid otit the village of 
r . c'atlia;. l ilc plat i f-as tu.elvc block< nortli and south of the station. A t  the same 

timc Harvej. Sandusky laic1 out antl platted an addition lying south of and run- 
n ing  fronl tlie railroad and \\.est of the original tonws as far east as that plat did. 
On the rSth of June. ~os iah '  Sandusky platted an addition between this last and 
the railr~all. -4pri1, 1858, Josiall Sandusky platted and laid out his second addi- 
tion west of the original town. I n  1863, T. H. Oakwood laid out an addition of 
two block; rmrth of the original town and in October. 1867. Mr. McNair & Co. 
laid out and platted the coal shaft addition along the railroad and west of 
sandusk!-'5 second addition. ,\n election was held in March, 1863, to consider 
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the proposition whether or not to incorporate the village of Catlin. Twelve votes 
were cast for and none against incorporation. On April, 1863, the election for 
first board of trustees' was held. 

Catlin has always been a conservative village, more a place where people were 
making homes than were striving to advance business and manufacturing inter- 
ests. I t  is a pretty village of comfortable homes. The past generation knew Cat- 
lin best as the place of the holding of the annual fair. After the Vermilion 
County Agricultural and Mechanical Association was organized in 1850, one or 
more fairs were attempted in Danville with little success, when it was found that 
Butlers Point was a more practical place to hold this annual affair. This part of 
the county was the home of the most of the fine stock. Forty acres were rented 
and fenced and a good track laid out, buildings were erected and the fair at Cat- 
lin was an institution of importance as long as the association remained in ex- 
istence. 

The Wabash railroad runs across this township. I t  enters it in the 
northeast corner and runs in a southwesterly direction to the village of Catlin, 
thence directly west to the limit. The Side11 branch of the C. & E. I. R. R. makes 
the western border of the township almost the entire length. Beside these means 
of transportation, the line of the Interurban trolley, a part of the Illinois Traction 
system, keeps Catlin in touch with Danville by cars going every twenty minutes 
during the day. With the exception of the strip of timber which skirted the 
stream in the northern part, Catlin township is a fertile plain where fine farlns 
have been developed. 

GRANT TOWNSHIP. 

Until 1862, Grant township was a portion of Ross township. At that time 
Ross was found to  be so large as to be unweildy and so was divided, forming 
the new township. The name chosen tells the sentiment of the people who had 
come to that section of Vermilion County. Loyalty to their country was ex- 
pressed in choosing the name of the hero who was conspicuous in saving that 
country. The naming of this township was about the first honor to be accorded 
him. This township has never had a changed boundary. Its northern limit is 
the same as the northern limit of Vermilion County, the eastern limit 
that of the Indiana state line, the southern limit, Ross township and 
the western boundary, Butler township. The shape of the township is 
rectangular; twelve and a half miles long by seven and one-half miles wide. 
I t  contains 58,880 acres and is the largest township in Vermilion County. It  
is almost entirely prairie land and only had a small portion of timber which 
was known as Bicknell's Point, in about the center of the dividing line between 
Grant and Ross townships. This formed the treeless divide between the head 
waters of the Vermilion and those of the Iroquois. It  was late in attracting set- 
tlement, being as late as 1860, without cultivation. The direct road between 
Chicago and the south ran directly through the center of this township, yet it 
was avoided as locations for homes. Indeed, when in 1872, the railroad was 
surveyed through this township, there were but few farms intersected. This 
stretch of open prairie, north of Bicknell's Point, was a dread to the benighted 
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traveller. The first settlements in Grant township were made along the road 
stretching north from Rossville. 

As early as 1835, George and William Bicknell took up land at Bicknell's 
Point which was the last piece of timber on the route to Chicago until the valley 
of the Iroquois was reached. Mr. Lockhart, who came from Kentucky with 
William Newell, was the man who first entered land north of Bicknell's Point. 
Asel Gilbert entered a section of land south of Bicknell's Point in 1838. Albert 
Cumstock, B. C. Green, and James R. Stewart, early settled near this. Col. 
L\bel Wolverton settled on sextion 18. in 1840, two miles northeast of the Point. 
H e  was probably the first settler in that neighborhood. H e  came from Perrys- 
ville, Indiana. H e  had been in the Blackhawk war and was as brave in fighting 
the hardships of the new home in the prairie as was he in fighting the Indians. 
Col. Woolverton was a competent surveyor and his new home provided much 
work of this kind. William Allen was the pioneer in the northern part of the 
township. He came to Ohio in 1844. Thos. Hoopes, from whom Hoopeston 
was named, came in 1855 and bought Mr. Aillen's farm. 

Conditions in this part of the county at this time is pictured by Mi-s. Cun- 
ningham, then a child, whose playmates were "sky and prairie flowers in the 
summer time, with the bleak cold in the winter." A description of her experience 
on a night in late autumn in this lonely place, reads: "The shadows of declining 
day were creeping over the prairie landscape, when this child, young in years but 
older in experience, as were the pioneers, stood listening for a familiar sc>und. Tlie 
cold wind came sweeping from far  over tractless wilds, and with almost resist- 
less force nearly drove her to the protection of the house, yet she stood ant1 
listened for a familiar sotlnd, straining her ear t o  catch the rutllble of a wagon 
which told of the return of her foster parents, who had the day before, gone to 
an inland town for provisions to  last them through the coming days of winter. 
They had gone on this errand some days before and were due to come back 
every hour. This young girl had learned to love even this solitude, and while 
she listened for the sound of human life she noted the lull of the fierce wind, 
the \vhirring of a flock of prairie chickens, frightened from their accustomed 
haunts, fleeing by instinct to the protection of man. Suddenly a wolf gave a 
sharp bark on a distant l~illside, then another, and another and yet another 
answering each other from the echoing vastness. With a shudder, not so much 
from fear as from the utter lonesomeness of the time and place. she turned and 
entered the house, but she could not leave these sounds outside. she heard the 
mournful wail. I t  is in~possible to describe those sounds. So weird, so lonely 
were they that the early settler remembered them always. The lack of courage 
of these animals was made up in the increased numbers they called together, 
whether it was to attack the timid prairie hen or the larger game of the open. 
Surely these wolves were fit companions for the Indians. 

The interior of this little house was much better furnished than were those 
of the early settlers of Vermilion County who came into other portions twenty- 
five years before this time. I t  was easier to transport furniture and the homes 
of this period were less primitive in every way. When the girl went into the 
house she found the "hired man" had milked and was ready for his supper. H e  
seated himself at the kitchen stove and remarked that he did not think that "the 
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folks" would colne that night, as it would be very dark and every prospect of a 
snowstorm, they surely would not leave the protection of the nearest settlement 
to venture on the prairie that night. The little glrl busied herself with tile sup- 
per with' grave misgivings about her people, whom she earnestly hoped would 
venture to come home, but whom she feared would be injured. She could not 
eat and going to the window she pressed her face to the glass and took up her 
silent watch. Soon taking his candle, the hired nlan went to his bed, leaving 
the girl to keep her watch alone. After a little, s l ~ e  imagined she heard a faint 
sound; she ran to the door and threw it open. As the door was flung open 
their faithful shepherd dog bounded in. H e  was closely followed by a number 
of wolves who were chasing him and almost had caught him. They stopped 
~vhen the light from the open door fell upon them. ?'he girl hastily closed the 
tloor and shutting them out shut the dog within. Then all was silent on the 
prairie, except the howling of the wind while the wolves silently slunk away in 
the darkness. The girl turned to the dog and eased his mind by a bountiful 
supper, when she took up her watch once more. She hoped almost against hope 
as she pressed the window pane, scanning the horizon. As the night wore on the 
storm increased in violence, the wind drove the snow in sheets of blinding swift- 
ness, piling it high on the window ledge, and obstructing the view across the 
expanse. The wolves were silenced by the terrible storm, but the faithful dog 
yet scented then1 in the near neighborhood. The old clock slowly ticked the 
hours away while the girl sat by the wooden table in the center of the room with 
tlrooping head and strained ears, until she dropped to  sleep from sheer ex- 
haustion. Uneasy were her d r e a i ~ ~ s  as her slumber was broken through dis- 
comfort and the ever recurring growls of the dog at her feet who growled a t  the 
.scent of his pursuers. As the hours passed the girl aroused herself and went to  
t11c window. The storrn clouds had partially cleared, and the young moon had 
peepecl out with a faint light. Casting her eyes clown she looked into the pierc- 
ing orbs of two wolves who were standing in the glare of the lamplight. The 
girl turned to the dog and dropping beside him buried her face in his woolly coat 
and bursting into tears called out, "Taylor, what shall we do?" With a growl and 
:L glance toward the opening, which said as plain as words, "I'll do all I can to 
1)rotect you," he lay with his nose to the crack in the door. The hours wore 
away and the girl and the dog watched alone on the prairie for the conling of 
the human beings who might be out on the prairie. Towartl dawn the dog 
sprang to her side ivith a low bark of delight. H e  had heard and recognized 
the voices of  hi!; friends, and was telling his conlpallioa that those for whom 
t!ley were keeping vigil were very near. Soon they were housetl in safety. 11 

new day was tl~eirs while all the terrors of the night had been vanquished. The 
sun came up, the deer were dashing from one snow bank to another, the wolves 
had slunk away, the agony of the night was passed away. Such were irequetlt 
occurrences in the section of the country in and about Hoopeston. 

Mr. Dale Wallace, in a talk before a Hoopeston audience, some years ago. 
describes that village when he first saw it. H e  went to this new village on the 
Illinois prairie a young man full of hope and pronlise. H e  entered the town otl 
the freight train of the C. D. & V. R. R. (commonly called the "Dolly Varden") 
which consisted of six gravel cars and a caboose. The conductor stopped his 
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and country property. Land now worth $250 per acre then sold for $15 to $25 
per acre. Business lots then bought for $125 some time ago, were worth $5,000. 

Hoopeston grew rapidly and business enterprises kept pace with it. About 
1872, J. S. McFerrin and Wright Chamberlain established a bank. J. M. R. 
Spinning was the first postmaster. A spirit of enterprise pervaded every nook 
and corner of the hustling little village. About every thirty days the enter- 
prising citizens would hold meetings and build factories and railroads on paper. 
The first year of existence Hoopeston had a circus and menagerie. This gave 
the newspaper a chance to give news. Business houses multiplied rapidly, all 
branches being well represented by January, 1873. The Chronicle gave a re- 
sume for the year, showing the erection of 180 buildings, 27 of which were busi- 
ness houses altogether. The grain men brought 450,000 bushels during the 
year. The freight business of the "Dolly Varden" road amounted to 40,000. 
Hoopeston has had a phenomenal growth and is a srnall city of beautiful homes. 

13UTLER TOWNSHII'. 

Compiled by George S. Hoff. 

Butler township was ~ ~ a r n e d  at the suggestion of the first supervisor, in 1864, 
from the cock-eyed hero who had solved the difficult questions of the war, each 
as it arose, with as much ease as he would have settled a quiet dinner in his own 
house. H e  had equipped and marched the first brigade of volunteers to be- 
leagured Washington (or had commanded the march), in less than three days 
after notice had reached him, and in less than two days from the date of his selec- 
tion by Governor Andrew for the position. H e  had captured Baltimore one 
night, while the war department was making a plan of attack, which it was ex- 
pected he would join in carrying out the next week. I-Ie had solved the most 
difficult question of what was to be done with the negroes who continually came 
into our lines, under the constitutional provision requiring the return of fugitives 
owing service or labor, by calling them "contraband of war." He had hung the only 
rebel that ever was hung in America (except old John Brown and his party), and 
had made the women stop making faces at the "boys in blue," and had just se- 
cured a peaceful election in New York city. Next to Grant, whose name had 
been applied to the adjoining township, he was the hero of the day, so Wm. M. 
Tennery thought. and so his loyal neighbors thought when they gave his name to 
their home. 

Old Butler, as it was often familiarly called by the inhabitants, occupied all of 
the Northwest Corner of the county, which is in township 23 north, range 73 west 
of the 2d principal meridan, all of the east half of town 23, range 14, two tiers of 
sections off of the north end of township 22 north, range 13 and six sections in 
the northeast corner of town 22, range 14, making in all 72 sections or  equal to 
two full congressional townships. 

The land was originally a vast prairie and when first looked upon with the 
longing eye of the early settler, the vast expanse of the prairie was not broken by 
a solitary tree. I t  is different from any of the other townships in the county in this, 
and in the fact that there was no considerable stream in the township. While 
the land in this township measured up in quality with some of the best in the 
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county and far surpassed much that was early taken by the early settlers, yet it 
did not come into cultivation until long after the less productive lands in the 
county were occupied, and as late as  1872 or  even '75 broad strips of this rich 
prairie land had not been vexed with the plough. This township is traversed 
from east to west, almost directly through the center by a high ridge; probably 
this ridge is the highest point in Vermilion County, and the township is drained 
with a gentle slope both to  the north and to the south with little streams and rivu- 
les which empty in the main into what was known as Blue Grass creek and later 
into Middle Fork of the Vermilion river. While from the northern slope the 
streams and rivulets were ultimately gathered into bodies of water. 

I t  can but seein wonderful and must ever remain in a great measure a mystery 
how the land of such eligible portions of the county were left uninhabited until , 
long after the western half of the state and a greater portion of Missouri, and 
Iowa and parts of Kansas and Nebraska were largely filling up with settlers, and 
the wonder is that people who had settled along the Middle Fork not twenty miles 
away had shaken the dust from their feet of old Vermilion County so to speak, 
and moved on to the less inviting territory in the west when they could have found 
within one-half day's ride of their homes, and this long after it had been demon- 
strated that people could live in the open prairie with less labor and just as much 
comfort in health and surer returns for their labors than on timber farms. I t  
can not be pleaded in this case that these prairies were unknown. True this town- 
ship was not traversed like some of the other townships by great public roads, 
great thoroughfares, so to speak, but the old Danville and Ottowa road crossed 
the southwest corner. The road from Attica to Bloomington, along which hun- 
dreds of people passed each year visiting their old homes in Ohio and Indiana, 
crossed the southern part of this grand prairie ; so the people living to  the east and 
south had fair knowledge of the fertilities and the beauty of the territory occu- 
pied by the township. I t  would doubtless be well to leave the explanation of the 
mystery to an adage which the old scholars had, which being literally translated 
runs, "In matters of taste there is no use in disputing." Just so; there is no law 
against a man going througl~ the woods and picking up a crooked stick beyond. 

From the original entry book of the records of Vermilion County it would ap- 
pear that the southwest quarter of the southwest quarter of section three, town- 
ship 22 north, range 14 west of the zd P. M. was the first tract of land entered in 
the township. The records show that it was entered by Samuel Swinford, Dec. 
25th, 1844, and the northwest f / 4  of the northwest of said section was entered 
in '47. There were probably more entries of the land made in the township in 
'53, '54 and '55 than any other years. The south part of the township was.occu- 
pied earlier than the balance. From the best information obtained, it would ap- 
pear that Jesse S. Piles was the first settler in the territory, entering his land in 
1854 and settling on the same, being in section 11-22-14, In  the same year J. H. 
Swartz with several neighbors came from Ohio to Danville, and applying a t  the 
land office of Parker Dressor entered several tracts of land in sections 30, 19, 29 
and in the immediate vicinity forming a settlement that was known in the early 
days as the Swartz settlement. In 1854 the Armentrouts entered land in 10 and 
1-22-13, and in '55 Hiram Armentrout and Ambrose Armentrout and Chas. T. 
Bratton, Jerry Murphy settled in the southern part of the township along what 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



424 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

was known as the Attica and Blmmington road. I t  is difficult to do justice to the 
earlier settlers naming them in their order of settlement, as they came in at this 
time in '54 to '57 in rapid succession, C. T. Bales, Ephriam Blackford, David Lig- 
gett, Stephen Blackford, Amos Hoff, Daniel Stamp, J. W. Shannon, John Dopps, 
all began the development of their farms about this time. I t  was at this time 
that the fame of the great wheat producing qualities of the state had gone abroad. 
Cases were numerous where a single crop of wheat had paid the cost of the land, 
tilling, fencing, harvesting, marketing the crop, leaving a balance to the credit side 
of the account. This crop, no doubt, was exceptional, but that such things did 
happen there is no dispute, and this fame went abroad to Indiana, Ohio and other 
eastern s4ates and many came here in '55 and thereabouts expecting to get rich on 
wheat raising alone. Men at that time were not so vastly different from men of 
today, and in the heighth of their excitement over the prospect of large returns 
from the successful crops, ran into debt for additional land intending to pay for 
it out of the next wheat crop sown on last year's stubble and harrowed in with- 
out even ploughing the ground, and as a result, of course, the subsequent succes- 
sive failures of the crops ruined many farmers, crippled others and sent some to 
the asylum or back east to see their wife's relations, all convinced that this was 
not in the wheat belt. 

The hard times which followed the iinancial crash of 1873 was as severe on 
the new settlers of Butler as had been the previous one of 1837 on those who were 
then in the timber belt along the Middle Fork. Corn became the principal article 
of food. Money, there was none. 'The entire currency of the west was based 
upon the faith which the people had in bankers, many of wIlic11 were either foreign 
to the state, or mere myths. Michigan "red-dog," Georgia "wild-cat," 14issouri 
46 stump-tail," were the nicknames which were applied to the various kinds of 
bank-bills, which were taken at par one day, and refused at a heavy discount the 
nest. Never was a people so swindled with imaginary money. Bank-note de- 
tectors were consultecl by every business man whenever he received money, to try 
to discover whether it was safe to take. The men of the present generation who 
con~plain of "hard-times" may have suffered, but they know next to nothing of 
the suffering which their fathers passed through then. Taxes were all payable 
in specie. and light as they were then, it was more difficult to obtain the hard 
motley with which to pay them then than now, notwithstanding they are ten 
times as great. 

I t  is tlifficult to write the history of this township and give due credit to 
the men of sterling worth who figured so prominently in the affairs of the day 
in working and bringing out of the trackless prairies the homes, churches and 
educational institutions and all that which is necessary to build up and broaden 
the minds of men. Aside from the ones that have been previously mentioned, 
without any effort to give the date of their arrival into the township, or to fix 
in any degree the positions they occupied, but who were men of sterling worth, 
high noble character, and did much toward the development of the county are 
the following: James Dixon, Jonothan Doan, J. W. Shannon, Thomas Towe. 
Wm. I. Allen, Mr. McCune, Raffin Clark, George Mains, Daniel S. French, 
Jacob Swisher, John R. Bowers, E. S. Pope, J. J. Johnson, Adam Bratton, Dr. 
Griffin, Benj. Peterson, now of Henning, Illinois, and many others whose names 
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ought to be mentioned that cannot now be remembered. These settlers were 
emigrants from northwestern Indiana, Ohio and many of the eastern states. 

This township mas not organized until 1864. Until that time it had been a 
part of hliddle Fork, but the citizens now deemed it necessary t o  have a closer 
compact of government to better their condition financially, socially, and t o  be 
in a position to  organize schools, began to take steps toward the organizing of a 
township. -4 meeting of a few of the citizens of this territory was called and 
Amos Hoff was appointed as a committee of one to make what was then a long 
trip over the country to the 1101ne of Squire Oakwood who then lived in the neigh- 
borhood of Bean Creek settlement to draw the necessary petition t o  set off this 
township and it was finally agreed and set off as has been heretofore described 
with Wm. Tennery, who a t  that time lived in hliddle Fork township, as the su- 
pervisor of the joint townships, but J. H. Swartz was elected as the first super- 
visor of the joint townships, in 1865 with 37 votes. The early settlers being of an 
intelligent, bright, active people, early turned their attention toward schools. I t  
is very difficult to say where the first school was organized, but it is quite probable 
that the first school in the township was what has been known ever since its or- 
ganization as the Bratton school, and the first term of school was taught in the 
sn~okehouse of Hiram Armentrout, and the next in order was probably the school 
that has been, ever since its organization, known as the Swartz school, and the 
next in point of organization was what was known as the Murphy school. A11 of 
these were held in temporary quarters. The first school building built in the hlur- 
phy district was nearing completion when it was entirely destroyed by a wind 
storm. The building that took its place ancl used as a school house for many years 
was quite small. I t  was used by the United Brethren for church purposes, and 
because of its structure and size was familiarly known all over the community as 
"The Box." At the'tinle of the organization there was in the township not a solitary 
village, post office or any building of importance. The mail for almost the en- 
tire township was received at the post office at 131ue Grass, which at that time was 
qnite a flourishing village. The first post office in the township was Circle, ant1 
Jesse Piles \\-as postmaster. Churches were early organized in the district. The 
first hlethodist class formed in this township was probably what was afterward 
know11 as S~vartz's chapel in about 1855. I t  was formed at the house of Eli 
Dopps. I t  was a very interesting class and from this class three distinct churches 
were organized, the Swartz church a t  Rankin, and the one at Pellsville, but the 
church at Pellsville has long since been disbanded. At the time it cotlsistecl of 
16 members, C. Atkinson was preacher in charge. and John E .  Vinson was as- 
sistant. I t  belonged to what at that time was known as the Danville circuit, ant1 
there was no other church in all this country but Wallace chapel, the one at Blue 
Grass and the old log house called Partlows church. The preaching appoint- 
ment was each alternate week, ancl it was a terrible winter, as all remember so 
that Atkinson did not reach his appointment at any time during the winter, but 
Yinson was very regular. Greenbury Garner, Milo Butler and W. H. IIcVey 
were on the Danville circnit before 1861. Mr. Elliott was presiding elder and 
after him, L. Pilner. 

After this, W. H. RI. hloore, was elder, Sampson Shinn and Enoch Jones. 
preachers, John Helmick, assistant, J. S. Barger and John Long, preachers in 
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charge. In 1855 the Blue Grass circuit was formed and Swartz school house 
was built, in which they held services, Sampson Shinn was presiding elder. 
Prairie chapel, the Christian church, was built near Swisher's a t  the extreme 
southeastern corner of the township in 1861. Elder Rolla Martin used to preach 
there. H e  was for many years the pioneer preacher of this denomination. I t  
is a pleasant church with a strong and active membership. Hon. Clay F. Gaumer 
is the present pastor. The organization of this church was effected at Blue Grass 
in 1859 by Elder Martin. Jacob Swisher who lived near where the present 
edifice stands was an influential member and had much to do with the removing 
of the organization to the present quarters. The frame work and much of the 
material used in the construction of the present church was a part of an old 
church that was bought by the organization many years ago that stood near 
Danville, but was torn down and removed to its present location. The U. B. 
church was organized a t  what was known as the Murphy school house, the ex- 
act date of the organization not being known, but it was probably between 1865 
and 'lo. Mr. Zeigler was the first preacher in charge. For a number of years 
Sunday school and church services were held in the Murphy school house, but 
Mr.  Stephen Eiddle who owned the land adjoining the cross roads gave a plat of 
ground to  the church upon which a very con~fortable building was erected in 
about 1878. The denomination still occupies the same church and have a very 
active organization, and they now associate in the Rossville circuit and B. B. 
Phelps is preacher in charge. Besides the churches named, there are a number 
of very active organizations in East Lynn and Rankin, which are treated of 
elsewhere. 

This township was void of railroads for many years after the first settlers 
entered it, and until the Lafayette, Bloomington and Muncie railroad tvhich tra- 
versed the township froni east to west, now known as the L. E. & W., and inter- 
secting the C. & F. I. R. R. at Hoopeston, there was not a village in the township. 
This road was built in 1872 and in that year W. P. Moore, in the southeast part 
of section 10, and T. J. Van Brunt in the northeast J/4 of section 10, and John 
P. Dopps, in the northwest of 11, and Aiken and White in the southwest % 
of I r (in 23-13) platted and laid out the town site of East Lynne, giving it its 
name from the charming novel of Mrs. Anna S. Stephen. Henry Ludden was 
appointed first station agent and first postmaster and the first merchant. In 
the west part of the township, the laying out of the village did not run so 
smoothly. At a very early date W. A. Rankin's attention had jeen called to  the 
fertility of the soil and the beautiful prairie, and he purchased eight sections of 
land lying near together and commenced improving it in 1867. He built a fine 
residence on section two, which had been beautifully surrounded by trees, chang- 
ing the bleak prairie of only a few years into the most delightful shady resort 
t o  be found in this part of the country and he early conceived, when the talk 
of the new railroad was on, the idea of establishing a station near his home. 
But there were others, and W. H. Pells, who lived just a short distance west of 
Mr. Rankin. owning but eighty acres of land conceived the idea of establishing 
a station a t  his place, hence the contest in site was on. The construction com- 
pany of which Col. Snell was the head, had the right under their contract to desig- 
nate the depot but were also authorized to receive payment for the same sufficient 
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to cover expenses of side-tracks, depots, etc. When Mr. Rankin went to ne- 
gotiate for  the location, he placed the argument that as the whole township was 
taxed for the road, a location should be selected a s  near equidistant as pos- 
sible, and the location that he proposed was as near the western line as East 
Lynn was the eastern, and that more people of this township would be ac- 
commodated by this location than any other; that he was ready at any time t o  
pay the $2,500.00 required for putting in the job and any other little matters 
required could be easily arranged. On the other hand Mr. Pells pleaded that 
the custom of the road which had been to permit each director to  name a depot; 
that every other director had been accorded that privilege and that the farmers 
around the proposed location would give as much or more for the location. The 
citizens in the vicinity of Pellsville raised $3,500.00 by subscription and got 
their depot. The Rankin people paid their subscription and got theirs. I t  then 
became a question for the railroad company to decide which one should be re- 
tained and Mr. Boody was appealed to by both parties. At  one stage of the 
contest a proposition was obtained to  locate a station inidway between the two 
places. This was accepted by one party, but declined by the other. After the 
matter had colne into the jurisdiction of Mr. Boody, he proposed a plan which 
was very likely to decide matters, but just then the road was put into the hands of 
a receiver, who decided that he had no authority in such matter, and would not 
decide. 

The village of Rankin was laid out in June, 1872, by A. Bowman, county sur- 
veyor, and J. R. Bowers, making twenty-four Mocks, each of which were 240x 
250 feet. The streets are eighty-five feet wide. I t  was laid out one-half on 
the land of D. and W. A. Rankin, in section 12, and one-quarter on each of the 
lands of George Gutherie and Mr. Johnson. The Gutherie portion was sold t o  
Prof. Joseph Carter, of Champaign, Illinois, who still owns it. The two open 
strips between the Mocks and the track were left for public use. 

The first building was coinmenced by Mr. E. Wait, who lived in Loda. intend- 
ing to g o  into the grain and coal trade. Before it was completed he was killed on 
the construction train between Paxton and this station. Mr. F. A. Finney took 
\lTaits' interest and con~pleted the building. which was afterward sold to Mr. 
Chapman. Rankin & Thon~pson put up the nest  building-a grain office. C. H. 
Wyman put up a store and put in a stock of drugs. hlilton Holmes, from 
Cloomington, built most of the buildings that were put up the first year. 

H e  and his hands had t o  camp out, sleep under work-benches or wherever 
they could find a chance, for there was no boarding place here. Cowell & Weaver 
built several. There was no  lumber yard here, and the freight from Paxton was 
fifteen dollal-s per car. All the stone brought here for building purposes came 
from Kankakee. While the construction company retained the control of the 
road no less freight coulcl be obtained, and thus it was necessary to pay at Paxton 
as there was no office here. Holmes built the drug store and grain office, and 
six dwelling hottses for l l r .  Rankin, a store and the hotel the first season. His  
fanlily were the first persons who came here to live. They resided in the Wait 
House. J. T .  Wickham was the second. They resided in the Wilson House. 

The Campbell House which was put up among the very first buildings was 
at that time, without dottbt, the finest hotel in the county outside of Danville. It 
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was built for J. F. Campbell and was occupied by him continuously for many 
years. I t  with its appurtenances was built at an expenditure of $5,500.00. J. K. 
Bowers, who since the first opening of business in Rankin was one of the solid 
men of the village. He  came to make a farm on section 7, two miles east of 
Rankin, in 1865. He  remained there until the village was commenced and then 
brought the old flax-seed warehouse from Blue Grass and went into business. 

Flax was for many years one of the leading crops in this part of the country. 
It was no uncommon thing to see large acreages of this crop sown, and it was 
indeed a beautiful sight when the flax crop was in bloom. A Lafayette firm 
which was interested in the business had erected a warehouse at Blue Grass 
which was then the great central point of trade and traffic. This firm planned 
their warehouse so as to keep the seed from one year to the other, and in the 
spring they would loan the farmer the seed to  seed his land; attached to the 
loan contract was an agreement to sell the firm the seed when it was harvested, 
and as soon as the railroad was built this brought about the opportunity which 
Mr. Bowers seized when he removed the old wareho~~se from Blue Grass to the 
village of Rankin. Rankin and Thompson were the first to open up in the grain 
trade under the firm name of D. and W. A. Rankin. They built an elevator 
which was 30x50, 40 feet high, at that time was a great structure. This same 
elevator is in operation today, but its capacity has been much enlarged. The 
war between Rankin and Pellsville occasionally broke out, but it soon devel- 
oped that Rankin had come to stay and that Pellsville was doomed, and today 
there is scarcely a vestige, and not a house nor a corner stone to tell the story 
of what was once a flourishing village. 

In 1902 the C. & E. I. R. R. built a branch road, leaving the main line at 
Woodland, crossing the county, making a short line to St. Louis. This road 
crossed the north line of Butler township at about 1% miles east of the village 
of Rankin, it crossed the township from north to south angling a little from the 
direct line to the westward and just south of Rankin was the little town or  vil- 
lage of Riley. ,At this place sprung up a number of business l~ouses, an elevator 
and excellent railroad facilities to the part of the township that heretofore found 
~t very inconvenient. 

Much of the early history of the township is a matter of tradition, and in- 
asmuch as the nlemory of man is fickle and many of the facts that would be of 
great interest to have recorded in this article, have long since been forgotten by 
the present generations and the ones who could relate them best have long 
since passecl away. Only a few of the early settlers that occtlpied this country 
prior to 1860 are living to tell the story. As nearly as can be determined there 
are but very few of these early settlers living today who came to this township 
prior to 1859. Of these there are Hiram Armentrout and his wife, who settled 
on the south half of section two (22-13) in 1855, and resided on the same until 
a few years ago when they removed to Rossville, and reside there at the present 
time. Scott Armentrout their only son resides on the farm having lived where 
he was born and nowhere else all his life. 

Mr. Armentrout is 81 past, very hardy and never used glasses and his eye 
sight is good to  this day. Amos Hoff moved to  the northeast of the southeast 

of section g and the northwest % of the southwest of sections 10-22-13 
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in 1857 and resided there until a few years ago when he and his life companion 
removed to Rossville where they now reside. Mr. Hoff is 78 and quite active, and 
his wife is 75. Wesley Blackford settled on the west half of the southwest y< 
of sections 2-22-13 in 1859, where he now resides having lived there continuously 
ever since. His wife having passed on several years ago. As far as is known 
he is the only one now living in the township that was there at that time. The 
pictures of these very old people and the companions of the first two are given 
elsewhere in this volume. 

Coal was unknown in this territory in these early days. I t  was a custom of 
the farmers who resided in this co~~n t ry  to procure for themselves a small tract 
of timber to furnish them their supply of fire wood and inaterial for their fences 
and building purposes. These years of hard times were full of many incidents 
that would be interesting to relate if they could only be procured and space 
could be given. In the absence of the railroads the markets for this township 
were Chicago and Danville after the railroad came, and later Loda and Paxton 
when the I. C. railroad had been built. During the winter months the farmers 
were busy marketing the grain because it took much time to  deliver a few bushels 
as the distance was so great. An incident is told of Thomas Towe and Mr. 
31cCune. Towe had come to this country in '56, settled on section 7-23-13. 
Along in the fall sometime Towe and McCune had gone to Middle Fork. hIc- 
Cune to get a load of wood and Towe for a load of sand. This timber, twelve 
~lliles away, was the nearest fuel they could obtain. They knew nothing of coal 
at that day. McCune had a good team of horses and his partner was driving 
three yoke of oxen--of course, he had to go on foot. Kight overtaking them 
they became completely lost.. 

To be lost on the prairie at night is the nearest thing to being "finally lost" 
that one experiences in this life. There is absolutely no clue by which the most 
skillful detective could work out. Especially is this so when the wind does not 
blow. Teains are liable to walk around in a circle, and in the absence of any 
light, which can be seen on such occasions many miles, the wanderers not unfre- 
cluently find it necessary to  spend the night on the prairie. In this case the be- 
nighted travelers set to hallooing with all their might, and after an hour of such 
exercise they were heard by Mr. Stamp, who fired a gun to attract their atten- 
tion. As soon as they could ascertain the direction of this first "gun at day- 
break" they started for it at double-quick; Towe ahead leading the van with his 
steers, and McCune following like a general officer on dress parade, glad to  ride 
where Towe should lead. They came to one of those ponds nhich at that time 
were numerous on these prairies, and the leader fearing to turn to the right or 
the left lest ile should lose his direction, plunged in knee deep, yelling at the 
top of his voice to keep up his courage, and to keep their gunner acquainted with 
their \vhereabouts. McCune rode out the storm like a major, and never looked 
on that pond after that without almost fancying he could see Towe knee-deep in 
the flood. Mr. Towe returned to New York, and Jo1111. who remained to  carry on 
the farm, went to  the army and was killed. Squire Bowers, in returning from 
Loda one night, got lost and became mired in a pond. He took off the horses and 
walked around all night to  keep from being numbed with the cold. I t  was cus- 
tomary when the father of the family was belated. to place a candle in the win- 
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dow which looked in the direction he was to come, and many a man has been 
saved a night on the prairie by "keeping the lower light burning." 

The nearest mill for a time was a t  hlyersville, until Persons purchased and 
refitted the Ross Mill. The nearest trading point was at Loda, twelve miles north, 
which was a famous point for trade for all this country until the distillery 
burned and the building of the railroads drew merchants away from there, until 
now there is nothing left of its former business importance. 

In the early days the people here did not raise many cattle for some reason. 
,is previously stated, all tried wheat for a time, until continued failures used up 
all they had kept for seed, without any return. Still they bought seed and sowed 
again. Corn and hogs were the staple, Hogs always bro~lght a paying price, 
and it was before cholera had been invented. Stock and corn are the principal 
staples of the farmer yet. Flax has been raised some, and was considered a fair 
crop. T o  the renter it was considered an available crop, for it "turns" so much 
earlier than corn that it enabled him to get something to live on several months 
before he coulcl for corn. I t  is cloubtful, however, if there is a native of the 
township of the present generation that ever saw in its confines a crop of flax 
growing. 

Land was worth from $2.50 to $5 per acre. Some sold as high as $9 before 
the railroad was built, and some sold in anticipation of that building as high as 
$12. Eight dollars was probably a fair average for land two years before the 
railroad was built. Twenty to twenty-five dollars could hardly be called an ex- 
orbitant price as late as 1885. The present price of land in the township is from 
$100 t o  $175 or probably $200 per acre. 

3lcCune says that as late as 1857 he has seen here on this prairie as illany 
as twenty deer at a time, and at one time he saw on section 7 fifty-four in one 
lot going in a northwesterly clirection, and wolves were as thick as rabbits. As 
late as 1858, of a floclr of sheep, which had got away from a man living north 
of here. eighty were killed in a single night. Badgers were also plenty. They 
were as large as a dog, and stronger, with a thick neck, and too strong for any 
clog to master. Rattlesnakes were so plenty that on a single farm a hundred 
were lrilled in a single season. I t  is a wonder that more people were not killed 
by them. Dogs that were bitten by them seemed to know how to  cure them- 
selves. 

Prairie inud was a very certain cure. They were really a dangerous neigh- 
bor, yet the children went bare-footed to  school or  hunting strawberries as 
now. They seem as adverse to civilization as any of their wild neighbors, and as 
the prairie-grass was killed out by being plowed and cultivated they disap- 
peared. The last seen of them here was about 1870. It  is doubted whether any 
survived the shriek of the locomotive or the high taxes of modern civiliza- 
tion. W e  used to have squirrels here, red and gray. not unlike those in the 
timber but smaller, and with shorter tails. Prairie chickens were of course 
very plenty, and the reverberating "boom" of their matins, ushering in an Oc- 
tober morning, will never be forgotten by the old settlers, and probably never 
heard in its fullness by the new. Sand-hill cranes were very numerous, as 
they nested here in the ponds on this divide, and. if undisturbed, would make 
havoc of the corn in the spring, taking two rows a t  a time, as clean as any 
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man could root it up, and in the fall would congregate in great numbers if not 
driven away. The writer remembers very distinctly when a boy of building a 
trap for the purpose of catching prairie chickens, that was in shape of an or- 
dinary square box about 18 inches wide by 4 feet long, and 2 feet high, and the 
top was simply a trap door. The trap was baited with corn and an ear of corn 
usually extended upright on a cross-piece. The prairie chickens would light 
upon these trap doors to peck the ear of corn and would be precipitated, before 
they could get away, into the box or trap, and it was not uncommon in going 
to the trap on the early morning to find from two to one-half dozen prairie 
chickens encooped therein. 

William H. Tennery who lived across the line in Middle Fork township was 
linown far and wide as the stock man of that country. I t  was he who turned 
the grand prairie of Butler township into a grazing field for the Texas cattle. 
The year the I .  C. R. R. was built as far south as Loda, which at that time was 
the terminus, he bought from Butler township, mostly, and from adjoining ter- 
ritory a load of hogs for shipment, and this was in all probability the first and 
the la~gest drove of hogs that had ever been shipped out of the territory. He 
loatled his hogs on the I. C. R. R. at Loda, having 500 head, intending to ship 
them to Buffalo, h'ew York. He landed in Chicago in due time, unloaded the 
hogs, was detained there three or four days waiting for cars to ship them from 
Chicago east, ant1 at  last he succeeded in getting cars enough for his hogs. H e  
reacher1 Detroit without a inishap, arriving there in the early winter, learn- 
ing that the Detroit river was frozen over and the railroad traffic between De- 
troit and Cuffalo, by means of ferry, was closed. He unloaded his hogs, kept 
them in Detroit for several days, feeding them 60 cent corn. Early one morn- 
ing he conceived an idea, and he says to the landlord of the hotel, "Is there 
ilot a place in the river where the water is still that would probably freeze 
over?" The landlord advised him that there was, a short distance out of the 
city. Mr. Tennery procured a saddle horse and started out to investigate. He  
found the river frozen over and with an axe crossed the river testing the ice 
from time to time to determine whether it was solid enough to bear. He found 
the river covered with a coat of ice about six inches thick, and satisfied that 
his itlea was good, he returnetl to the city of Detroit, engaged six teams for 
the nest day to haul him straw. Early in the morning the teams arrived on the 
scene iiiith tlie straw, which he had them scatter on the ice entirely across the 
river. then he had men cut holes in the ice, threw water on the straw until it 
\\-as frozen fast to the ice. This done, it formed a footing for his hogs. He 
opened the gates in the stock pen, drove his hogs to the road, thus made across 
the river ant1 drove the 500 hezd over the river on the ice landing them safely 
on the other side at which point they were reloaded on the railroad train and 
<hipped into the city of Buffalo. Such was the transportation of stock in those 
cla!rs. 

The women who had the courage to leave their more comfortable homes in 
the east and come west to assist their husbands, their chosen companion for 
life, to carve out of this uninviting prairie a home, are certainly deserving of men- 
tion in this article. When the neighbors were few and far between and the 
husband nras away on the business of making a living. it was indeed, lonesome 
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for  the wife who was left to look after the household affairs. One incident has 
been mentioned, the wife of Adam Bratton said that after she came to this 
country there was a period of three months that she did not see a solitary 
woman. Mr. Bratton settled in 1854 on the east half of the northwest quarter of 
12-22-13. Many such incidents could no doubt be mentioned. There was also 
the danger of burning of the house and the buildings by the prairie fires. In  
the fall of the year when the fire would get started it took more than an or- 
dinary plow furrow or a trail across the prairie to  stop it, and when once the 
fire was started the flames would leap a furrowed track many feet in width and 
gather velocity and go on. It was no uncommon thing for the settlers who 
had been from home to discover when they came in sight of their little belong- 
ings that it was threatened with the dreadful prairie fires, and were forced 
some times t o  run their horses for  miles in order to save their little accumula- 
tions. 

Game was very abundant, deer, prairie chicken, duck and geese in the spring 
and fall. I t  was no uncommon thing even as late as '65 and '70 and even later 
than that for the men of the community t o  gather together and have a wolf 
drive and chase over the prairies. I t  was certainly a pretty sight to  see a half 
dozen mounted men riding without a thing to impede their progress for miles 
over t%e prairies chasing the wolf. The prairie wolf was very cunning, and 
it  was not uncommon for them to elude their pursuer and get away. 

Butler township furnished its quota of men for the Civil war, among the 
number were the Liggett boys, the Ballard boys, and many others. Most of 
them mentioned were in the 125th Illinois, but there was no company organized 
distinctly from this township. 

The writer recently visited the towilship calling upon the old settlers, and 
was much surprised to  find that so few of the early settlers of the township 
or  their descendents now owned or occupy the land in the township. 0. 0. 
Ross, now of Hoopeston, one of the early settlers in East Lynne and the first 
to open a bank, now owns a large acreage south and west of East Lynne. The 
village of East Lynne has not made any rapid growth, but has about held its 
own. N. R. Hall entered business in 1875 and seems to be the only one who has 
continuously been in business for that length of time now in the village. H e  
still conducts the hardware store where he opened it inany years ago. As has 
been elsewhere stated in this article, the old school building consisting of two 
rooms was added to, and is today a good school of four rooms. The Methodist 
church with J. W. Armstrong, pastor, is the only church in the village. There 
was formerly a Baptist church, but it has been abandoned for several years, 
and the g r o ~ ~ n d  upon which it stood reverted t o  the original owners. There 
are two grain elevators that are doing an excellent business, furnishing a market 
for  the grain in a large area of the county. E. C. Kelly of the south side, runs 
a general store, as  does also Mr. Cunningham. Dr. Berry is the only physician 
in the village and the proprietor of the drug store. The town has a very 
comfortable hotel conducted by the Misses Harris. The  village has one bank 
known as the Bank of East Lynne. I t  is a private institution with T. G. Lux- 
ton, one of the old settlers, as president, and F. P. McCord, as cashier. The 
capital stock of this bank is $~~,ooo.oo, carries a surplus of $~o,m.oo and the 
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deposits aggregate about $75,000.00. The individual responsibility of the bank 
is rated a t  $ISO,OOO.OO. The familiar names that were formerly on the places 
of business such as 0. E. Wilson, Messrs. Aiken, Hall, French, Morey and 
Gardner are all gone. Arthur R. Hall, a prominent attorney of the city of 
Danville, is a son of I;. 31. Hall, \\rho was in the grain business many years in 
this village. 

Rankin today is a prosperous village of one thousand inhabitants. I t  has 
three general stores, conducted by Henneberry & hIorrow, successors to J. L. 
AIcCauley; the Rankin Store Company, by William Bauer, manager; and the 
other Cuno Sidel, successor to Sidel & Bramer. There are a number of grocery 
stores and restaurants and one exclusive jewelry store. Rankin has an eight- 
room, brick, with basement, school building, with a four years' high school 
course, employing a t  the present five teachers. It is one of the good graded 
schools of the county. The present building was built in 1892. There was 
some opposition to this building, but as is usually the case right prevailed and 
an excellent building was the result. They have a library in the school worth 
probably $~,ooo.oo. The school property is valued a t  $18,ooo.oo. The school 
is held for a tern1 of 8% ~nonths. and W. E. Waggoner is the present prin- 
cipal. It1 1893 the L. E. & IV. R. R. established just east of the village a round 
l~ouse ant1 shop, which today has a pay roll of approsinlately Sro.ooo.oo per 
~nonth, giving employmeilt to 80 or IOO men, which gives business enthusiasm 
to the village. Rankin has four churches. The Catholic church, with Rev. 
Father I-Iealy of Loda as pastor, holding services every two weeks. The A11eth- 
odist church, which was mentioned before as an off-spring of the Swartz chapel 
or class, has a very cotnfortable edifice ant1 parsonage, and Rev. John Cusic 
giving one-half of his time to this church and the balance of his time to No. One 
chapel, is the pastor. The Presbyterian church which Ivas originally a branch 
of the United Presbyterian church has a very active membership and Rev. C. J. 
(;rimes is the present pastor. The Swecles have played a very important part 
in the clevelopment of the north ant1 the northwest part of the townsliip, and 
they have an established cliurcl~ with a very comfortable building known as the 
S~vecIis11-Lutheran church. Rev. Peter Pierson is pastor. Rankin has two 
grain elevators that does a business of about 400,000 basheli of grain per annum 
each. 

One of the early established financial institutions of the village is the bank 
kno~vn as the Rankin Whitham & Company Bankers, organized as a private 
l~afik ~vitll a capital stock of $25,000.00, deposits $15o,m.oo, wit11 an individual 
responsibility of $~,ooo,ooo.oo. This bank is one of the strong financial insti- 
tutions of the county and one in which the Butler township people may well 
be proud. The township boasts of one newspaper, which is located a t  Rankin. 
known as the Rankin Independent, having been a very influential factor in the 
community for more than twelve years with C. E. Groves as editor. M. C. Ellis 
manages and controls the present tile factory of the village. I t  has been a long 
established business. I t  is doubtful if there is another township in the county 
in which so few of the early settlers o r  the descendants of the early settlers now 
reside as in Butler. Tile title to  the land in the township has practically all 
passed from the original owners to others. Notwithstanding this Butler town- 
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ship has been wide-awake and its people have been active and energetic and 
are proud of the fact that the legalized saloon has never had a footing in its 
territory. There have been a few times when liquor was sold clandestinely, but 
they were permitted to stay but a short time until the active people of the com- 
munity drove them out. There has truly been a wonderful transformation 
from the vast and trackless prairie as it existed in the early fifties, and as it 
appears today dotted everywhere with beautiful groves, elegant farm homes, 
school houses, churches, railroad and good public roads, all the evidence of 
thrift and industry. I t  hardly seems possible that within so short a time, prac- 
tically a half century, such wonderful transformations could be brought about. 

If any name has been omitted in this atticle, or any industry or business 
that should have been mentioned, it is an oversight and not the intent. 

OAKWOOD TOWNSHIP.  

Oakwood township lies on the western border of lJern~ilion County. Its 
greatest length is from east to west and is twelve miles. Its width north and 
south is six miles. I t  includes a part of six congressional towns and the whole 
territory consists of sixty-five and three-fourth square miles. The township 
has a diversified surface and soil. There is little of the soil that cannot be said 
to be deep, rich and very productive. The eastern part of the township used to 
be covered with a heavy growth of timber, but this has been cut until now there 
can hardly be said to be much timber left. Within the past ten or more years 
there has been much draining of the land in this township; indeed a note of 
warning has been sounded lest this draining into the streams becomes a menace 
to those who own land along the banks ancl suffer from the overflow of the 
same. 

Stony creek flows one-half way across the township from the south. 
There is plenty of water for the township. On the eastern border is the Middle 
Fork of the Vermilion river ; on the south side is the Salt Fork; through the center 
is Stony creek, which rises in the northwest corner of the township ancl flowing 
southeasterly empties into the Salt Fork. 

Oakwood township is crossed by the Peoria division of the New York Central 
Railroad. Like the greater part of Vermilion County, Oakwood township is an 
agricultural section. It  is traversed from east to west by the trolley of the Illinois 
Traction system, which follows the railroad within a few feet all the way across 
the township. Oakwood township is truly historic ground, it being where the 
salt springs were located, and where the first settlement of the county was made. 
The coal industry of Oakwood township has been of importance. This is fully 
considered in tile chapter on coal and coal mining. Oakwood finds her early 
history in that of Pilot, Vance and Catlin or more explicitly: On the 2d day 
of October, George A. Fox, supervisor from Vance township, offered a reso- 
lution creating a new township from the territory of Vance, Catlin and Pilot, 
in accordance with the prayer of 'certain petitioners from said townships. At 
this time Mr. West was supervisor from Pilot and Mr. Church was supervisor 
from Catlin townships. The supervisors concluded to  delay action until the 
March session of the next year in order that all persons connected with the 
proposed change could have opportunity to approve or disapprove of the meas- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 435 

ure. Accordingly on the 9th of March, 1868, the petition presented a t  the meet- 
ing of the previous fall was again taken up, and Mr. Fox urged the passage of 
the resolution to create a new township. A great effort was made to  have the 
matter again delayed, but it was without success. The prayer of the petitioners 
was granted and an election was ordered for the purpose of selecting township 
ofiicers. 

In  consideririg the villages in Oakwood township the first named is to be 
Sewtown. 

This village was laid out by Benjamin Coddington, and the plat of it was 
filed June 15, 1838. The first man to locate in this township was Stephen Grif- 
fith. The plat of Newtown was simple. I t  was located on a cross road and the 
streets were but two, called Main street and High street. These streets were 
the roads which crossed at this point. Newtown at  present does not in the 
least suggest the possibility of being an abandoned town. I t  is a bright, well 
painted little village which presents the appearance of having attained its de- 
sire and i11 no way disappointed that other more favored villages have because 
of railroads and other advantages made long strides in its advance. Newtown 
hail a future at one time but that is so far in the past that it would never be 
guesser1 a t  present. 

ionkeytown is another old village which had outlived its usefulness. The 
old illill which was a landmark for so long a time is gone and likewise inany 
other well known buildings. Mr. Conkey came to this section in 1851 and opes- 
atetl a general country store. H e  came from Eugene, Indiana. Mr. Denman 
set up a blacksmith shop and &,IT. Conkey hacl a post office. Conkeytowil was a 
village of promise but its glory is gone, the village has long since been merged 
into a farm and every year less and less of the old town remains. Muncie is 
a village on the railroad fourteen miles west of Danville. This village was 
surveyed by hfr. Alexander Bowman and its plat recorded in September, 1875. 
The station a t  R'Iuncie was first opened in 1876. MTilliarn L,ynch was the first 
agent. Since Dr. Fithian owned much land through Oakwood township when 
the railroad first went through a station was made on his farm and given his 
name. So it was Dr. Fithian had Mr. Guy, the county stirveyor, lay out a vil- 
lage and plat the same which was filed in 1870. This plat was a perfect square. 
containing eight full and eight fractional blocks, lying on both sides of the 
railroad. This village was either more favorably located or was tnore extensively 
advertised than the other stations on the road, for it has been tnore prosperous. 
I t  has been a great point for buying and shipping of stock and grain. 

Oakwood station was lait1 out in 1870, but has never been the active village 
that Fithian has proved to be. This place has been a good shipping point for  
the coal interests on the Salt Fork, but this interest has been so very uncer- 
tain during recent years that no village can grow on the many strikes. 

Sidell township occupies the southwestern corner of Vermilion County hav- 
ing Edgar and Champaign counties respectively for the western and southern 
boundaries and Vance to  the north and Catlin to the east. Until 1867 Sidell 
formed a portion of Carroll township, for political purposes. The name of 
Sirlell was given to the township in honor of John Sidell who owned much prop- 
erty in the township. The valley of the Little Vermilion river runs nearly 
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through the center of the township having the ridges or strips of high land 
which bounds this valley on the northern and southern boundaries of Siddl 
township. This beautiful valley has more the appearance of a basin here and 
encloses some of the richest farming land in Illinois. The prairie flies which in- 
fested these prairies were a dreadful pest. In August a man was obliged to do 
all his traveling with a team in the night. 

There were a few scattering settlers in this section before 1850, but there 
was nothing like general cultivation of this portion of Vermilion County until 
1855 or '60. It  was in 1853 that Michael Sullivant entered forty-seven thousand 
acres lying in a body in Sidell township and Champaign County. The portion 
lying in Sidell township went into the hands of his son Joseph, and he kept it as 
a stock farm so long as he was able. This tract afterward became the famous 
Allerton farm. One of the farms of Sidell township is the one yet known as the 
Allen farm. This farm was a sheep farm while yet Mr. Sullivant was running 
his estate, and the way the sheep were managed together with the other arrange- 
ments of the affairs of this farm makes it even yet pointed out as a famous place. 

JAMAICA TOWNSHIP. 

These fifteen divisions of Vermilion County remained all there were until 
1890 when Jamaica township was formed. This new township was made from 
Catlin, Sidell and Vance townships. The division came long after any im- 
portant history of the section was enacted, and all that has transpired since has 
been of but passing interest. 

LOVE TOWNSHIP. 

1,ove township was created at a more recent time yet than any other. I t  
wa3 March 4, ~goz, that J. W. Payne made statement that the citizens of the 
eastern part of Elwood township desired to be set apart in a precinct of their 
o\v:l, claiming that they could not have satisfactory political privileges under the 
old division. The result of this was the creation of a new township that was  
at first called Vermilion and later, Love township. This name was given the 
township last formed which occupies the extreme southeast corner of the county, 
in honor of Jtlcige Love, who at  that time was judge of Vermilion County. 
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